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Wiſe, and worthy Gentleman, Mr. Catons 


' "funk . Eſquire, one of his Maicſtics 


leamed Clerkes of the Signet, G.L. wiſh- 
AS eth enent of all poſuble felititie, | 
with grace and. ging: 


and rural breodof my: 


.j thy Name, I have 
. over-ſlipr occaſion, & 
' Endimion-like ouer- 


Wooereeeeto ones It For weliue ian A 
| fo mercileſſe to Ink 


bors, © Lateat, ha vne ſalns, x5 Phſeraduiſed. Au- 
dremach i in the Tragedie, -- > 
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: ESTEEIEETDS Ince firſt yowed to 
EE gr zo conſecrate this rude 


FAIL 
Tv I -brajne to your wor-| 


*f fleps my ſelfe in the} 
Land 'of Cn | 


and Plies: that Ireſolued to filence theſe my la-| 
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many curious, _ enuious- and enuenomed Paper. 
wormes, Pioners, and vnderminers of orher mens 
goodendeauors ? CAHrifterchne with his blacke- 
pile, Mom with his ſponge, » Lelins with his 
pen, our Romiſh Magnificoes with their pencill, 
audaciouſly daſh out whatſocuer diſpleaſerh the, 
tho otherwiſe neuer ſo iudiciouſly limmed and 
portraid, a$is, or may be perſpicuous to the. dim- 
meſt apprehenſion. | 
| Moſt of our Readers-indge of our VVritings, 
| « Nexien, 4po-{ Either © Secundium þreindiciums allatum, as Nazian- 
| log, —_|zenſpeaketh, or © Secundim: affettionem innatam, | 
| © Seneca, ei, | as Seneca fairh. Some would haue all our difcour. | 
$4 ſes pregnant, cooked for the ſtomack of the Cr;. 
ticke - Others delight onely in the lighrſome and 
delightſome,in the refifiedand refined quiddities of | 
rare Invention : A third ſort pleaſe themſclues, 
in the curoizs, yet courſe and deſpicable Speculati- 
; 0115 of theSkepricks, The Schooſe-man witheth'to | 
'be led into the large V Vildernefſe of extrayagant 
: opinions; where he, not ſeldome loſerh himſelfe | 
inthe Maze and Labarynth of his looſer curioſi- | 
tie. In-this Babel of diſtrated, diftempercd, and |: 
diuided minds,not So/on,not Salomon,not-Nature, | 
'notthe G.o 2. of Nature can pleaſeall !'not- Na-| 
ture;for fome haue quarrel'd with her,for placing } 
the Oxes hornes vpon his head, and not vpon his} 
ſhoulders which are the ſtronger. Not the God 

*. The Sonne { Of Nature; for © T' 1phems.the Giant will haue an 
| of Tiran,the | higher Firmament vnder which hee may walke , 

wee and bigger Sxarresto giue bigger light, _— : 
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bewill pull them downe with a vengeance, and 
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f gght with Jupiter himſelfe, Let me then pro-| * viſhonint | 
feſſe withthat ancient, if not antiquated Poer Lv. Nm rp ra! 
cilins + Me paucis malle a ſapientibas eſſe probatum: | qytoger.cop, ;..| 
for] would not be a Monſter to pleaſe all menno, | £u{cb.Ecclef 
I defire rodiſpleaſe illmen, for s Aatis diſplicere, og = _ | 
Laudari e#, ſaith Seneca. Hf en 
Howdſocuer, I haue aducntured to enter 'into | ix 
the Liſts of theſe ® polemicall cſſayes, that ſo ]| * Tovuwud | 
might be ſure to pleaſe the moſt; for mans body is| "77,42" 7** } 
not more compoſ'dof conrraries, then is this Agc | 
of controxerſies. True itis, that this feeble Infant | 
of my larelleR,is farre vnable to grapple with the 
reateſt Giants, yer your learned proteQtion ſhall 
Peelike A1iaxesBuckler, to ſhicld it ſafe againſt 
detration.Itcomes againſt theſe Romitſh Goliahs 
withi Davids ſtaffe, the Raffe of the bread of Life, | ; ;. Saw. 17. | 
the Word of the Lord. It comes againſt them 40. 
with Deuids ſmoorh ſtones, choſen out of that 
choiſeſt and chiefe# brooke, the Booke of GO D,! 
which welles our the Nectarine and celcftiall 
Torrents ofthe water of Life. Smooth are theſe 
ſtones, yer harder then the Egyprias Marble; Y 
{mooth they arc, not curiouſly cur,not *emboſſed] « 204. 3. 11. | 
in gold like Aaron Onyx ſtones; not amorouſly | | 
enammeled with the inchanting ſoule-charming | 
characters of glozing Rhetoricke. - For who 
knowes not that Truth loues to be chaftly naked; <7] 
in the chaſe and purſuit of ſaluage Sauages,with 
chaſte Diana; when as Falſhood like )Thewar,| ! Grp. 38: 24 
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hoodwinkes herſclfe, and puts on the gairiſh, the} 


F —— —— 


"4 (4 . - 
2 > —_ 


The Epiltle. ” | 
Whoriſh attire of a Strumper * Who knowes/ 
not that the beſt Olympicke Wreſtlers wreſtle d 
ked, that fo their SpeQators might behold the 
comely proportion of their bodies, and their An- 
tagoniſts might take no hold vpon them 2 Yet 
ſomerimes I place this Pigmey ſo plainely accom- 
Pliſht, vponthe ſhoulders of the greatcſt Giants, 
of the greateſt Grand-parents and. Patriarches of 
| ® Job59.32. | the Primitiue Church, that ſo with = obs Eagle, 
thence ſhe may ſpie for the ſpace of her flight,and 
that her eyes may beholda farre off.. For I haue | 
euer deem'd them the baſe-borne birth of vilcand 
ſcruile natures, who Foſter-fa&ion fo farre , as 
faſtidiouſly to contemae, to diſdaine the Foſter- 
| apwny | farhers ofthe Church. » That Oracle at Delphos 
” 7 | was more diſcreet then theſe, which anſwered | 
Zenothe Philoſopher , that hee ſhould become 
happy, & eyporinm mis rexels, faich Plutarch,were 
hee complexioned like the dead, that is, were he ! 
denoted and addicted to the ſtudy of the Antique | 
Ancients. I haue therefore taught this wandring | 
Dina,to ſpeak her Fathers 8: her Mothers tongue; | ..- 
I-haue tutored her to regulate her ſpecch and par- | 7 
lic, partly according to the Axioms of the prime | 
Fathers, and partly according to the Actions of 
the Primitive Church, Now, tho I ftil}am ica- 
lousofherrude education, yet am I bold to fend 
aweitzs mm {her abroad, vnder the fauourable Patronage of 
quam latct:/1)ſ- your protectingacceptance,as apledge ofmy dye 
- Lſesapud _  f2ndtruc deſire, to ſhew my ſelte thankfull vato 
1 comet: you, for the many vamerited fauors I-haue _ 
} HIND "EA ned. 
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 nedfrom you.' So worthy is your deportment, ſo: 
ntddousryone demeanour, 'fo:ſtudious your de- 
fignes, ſo induſtrious your endeauors, to endeere 
others vnto you ; that S:/enz himſelfe,in his moſt 
poyſonful Paſquill,cinot once carpe at your inge- 
pions carriage. But your great modeſtie prohibits |. 
me to, —_ in preſence, and your ſplendent Ver- |. 
rues ſuggeſt vnto me,thar they are ſufficiently able | 
to bee their owne Heralds. This onely I cannot 


conceale, your zeale to Gods Houſe, not only in 
' beatifyinz the Church with your preſence, but in 
beatifying, in gratifying the Church-man with 
' your Preſents, Beneficiall was you tro my Prede-' 
| ceſſours, but $ boxntifull vnto mee your preſent 
| Preacher, for your remunerating hand hath not 
| been ſhorted roward me, but much enlarged. So 
then to dedicate this poore diſcourſe to your eter- 
nall Name, is but with C42ri/z5 to preſent a few 
harſh Verſes vnto Alexander : For this ſmall Mite. 
this little Monument,is no more equiualent to the 
maine _debt I owe you, then is a Mole-hill to a 
Mountaine. | EE | 
It was one of Lycurenſſes Lawes enioyned the} 
Lacedemonians, to offer little Sacrifices vnto their 
gods,feeing they reſpet more the internall Deuo- | 
tion, then the externall Oblation : So the inge- 
nuitie of your gentle diſpoſition, hath bina Spur 
to prick me on, to-preſent this little Sacrifice of| 
my ſimple ſeruice vnto your worthy ſelte, Namgz 
tu ſolebas meas eſſe aliquid putave nugas : You haue 
ever more regarded the inward affe#ion,then the 
outward a(7ion. A 3 And 


— 


—_— 


a Mat on So En Ei. ll 


— 


CEE. Lad 


_©__ Tho Epiſtle Dedieorie. 
Andthus:in.my. moſt true;and ſincereſt /ove, 1 
humbly take:my /cave, leauing you and yours to 
the heauenly Patronage, Proteftion and Tuition 
{of him, who neuer leaucth his. 


Your Worſhips dayly | 


Orator, ewer in all auticy 


and Chriftian denotion, 


GxzORGE LANGEFORD. 


|. piſts hold concerning traditions, 3. The Scrip- 
tures ſufficieucie is proud. + Ln objection | 


| Sections, containd in this enſuing + 
Treatiſe. 


_ 


Sect. 1. pag. 1. | 
| I. The meanes to attaine knowledge... 2. Whythe 


Holy, 4. Why Canonicall. 


| Sect. 2. P» 2. 
I. Traditions are not that Rule. 2. What the Pa- 


ar iſprowed. 
' SH 3, Þ. 8: 


rence vendicated. 4. The ele Y. the 
Charch of England cleered. . 


Sect. 4. pn : 


Word of God «called Scripture, 3. Why| 


I. The Scriptares are ſufficient, ths ſome Booker were 
. loſt. 2. No part of the Canon periſhed. . 3.| 
Hany obiettions auſivered.s | 

Seat.s., 


The . pps of yy fencrall! 
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1 pocryphall Bookes reieffed. 2. The Councifl ; 
of Trem: vellicated, 3. 'T he CouncillofFlo- 
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| | | Religion, | | g 
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[ I. The Laitie muſt reade the Scriptures. 2. The | 
| |  Popeprohibits them, 3. He is the Beaſt butchering 

ph the two Witneſſes. 4. Women permitted the Scrip- 
[ | Inres, | | 
I | | Set; 7. P: 33e--. | 


lr. The Scriptures yot obſcure in themſelaes. 2. To 

us they are by accident. 3. They are difficult, but 
not all, not to all, not alwayes. 4. The concluſion 
|. with exhortation, | 
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| M Oſt '(brrteous Reader, ſome littleliterall Faults 

A(arlcaſt). will paſſe at: the Prefle , maugre the 

ſtricteſt. Inquiſition of the', moſt. curious Rewiſor. 

| Thoſe I pray thee luppret with patience, or ſupply 

wichailgen : Sofhalt thou ſingufarly oblicge me,to 
humanity, -. , .*.. - 
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SCRIPTVRES. 
OR, 
AN ENQVIRIE 


Fs Sek. I. | 
I. The meanes 10 attaine knowledge, 2. Why the 


Word of God i called Scripture, 3. Why: 
Holy." 4. Why Canonical, | 


He moſt exa& and certaine 
Dd Jl meanecs to attaine vnto the 
S&=9| knowledgeofall diuine Truth, 
SEPA isthe Holy Canonicall Scrip- 
—<— FRE turc, writtenor approoued by 

= AF 242 a rar, ER | 
I HEY 2, Whichis called the Scrip- 
eure,in regard ofthe ſyperemi- 
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as Toſephs ſheafe vnrohis Brethcens, . as the Sunne vnto.) 
| the leſſer Starres, : | 
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AFTER VERITIE. | 


| nent excellencie thereof, being vnto all other writings | 
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Search the Seriptures: or, - 


| Concluſion 


Tertul.cont Her 
mog.Chryſ. Hom. 
13.112, Cor, 
Oratede ys qui 
adeunt Hieruſal, | 


L1: 


ad 


y 68 


1:a ſunt acute 

obtuſs, * © 
Pan veneratio= 
ne,pari pietatis | 
affe@&u: Concil,” | 
Triden, Seſſ. 4. 


; : | 
I. Traditions are not that Rule. 2. What the Pa-. 


3 And itisalſo called Holy, 1. Becauſe of the Au- 
thor, who is God, Holy and true, Reu.3.7. 2. I 
regard of the inſtrumental caufes or Pen-men of ir, 
who wereholy men, 2. Per. 1,2. 3. In reſpeR of 
the matter, which is the holy will and Counſell of our 
God, Aits 20. 27, 4.1nreſpe& of the Forme, whichis. 
the conformitie of it withGod himſclfe, P/al. x 9. 7. 
5. Inregard of the finall cauſe or end thereof, which is 
to make vs Holy, 2. T im. 3. 17- 7, 

4. Laſtly,it is called (anonicall, becauſe it 19;asT er- 
tullian calleth it, T he rule of Faith ;. as (hryſoſtome, A. 
moſt exquiſite Rule ; as. Gregory Nyſſer; an inflexible. 
Rule, | 
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Sect. 2. 


piſts hold concernme traditions, 13. The Scrip-. 
tures ſufficieucie is pron. d, 4. An obieftion. 
diſproued, 


eee 


I.. V Nuritten Traditions, whether Apoſtolicall 


or Ecclefiaſticall, are not the rule of faith, as 
exquiſite, as inflexible asthe Scripture, Who| 
but Mob,ſettled vpon her lees;or Babylon,intoxicated 
with the (yrcean cup of fornication,conld endure new 
wine to beepowred into old veſſels? Or a piece of 
new cloth to be patchedto an old garment? 
. 2,. Our Adverſariesthe Papiſts audaciouſly affirme, 
That vnwritten Truths are <quiualent. to the written 
Word of God, and to be embraced with no lefle pious | 
affeQion, and affe&ionateveneration, thenthe facred 
Bookes of authenticke'Writ. Againſt whom 1 will 
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An Enquirie after Veritic. 
| prone,that the Scripture is ſufficient, containing in 5 | 
Jalldorines needfull tofaluation. And I will manifeſt 
| this vnto you, three-wayes: 1. By manifold andex- 
preſſe Texts of Scripture. 2, By theancientauthori-j 
| 7 of ſome ancient and holy Fathers, 
fe 


3. * By mani. 
ſt reſtimonies of ſome modern, but renowned Papiſts. 
Firft,1 prouc it by ſome places of ſacred Writ; and 
firſt by thatplace, Dem. 4. 2. Ye ſhall not adde vnto 
the Word which I command you,neither ſhall you di. 
miniſh ought from it. Which place, tho Bellarmine in- 
terprets 
call Door e£quinas, whom the Pope hath canonized! 
for a Saint, and his doQrinefor authenticall, expounds 
it of adding tothe Words of the Scripture. Yea, their 
ingenious Cardinall Cazerar, ingeniouſly defires vs 
from this place to colle&, That Gods Law is perfe&. 
. Secondly, by that place, Pro. 30. 6. Adde thou not- 
ynto his Word, leſt he reprouethee,and thou be found 
2 Lyar. Which place S. Hierom vaderſtandeth of the 
{ Holy Scriptures. 
| Thirdly, The Prophet /ſaiah, teaching what courſe 
muſt be taken in caſes of difficulty, ſends vs tothe writ. 
ten Word, as ſufficientto reſolue all doubts and ſcru-| 
ples whatſocuer, E/a. 8. 20. To the Law andto the 
Teſtimonie; if they ſpeak not according to this Word, 
it is becauſe there is no light in them, Vpon which 
words Þ S. Jerom afſents with vs,ſaying, 1f your Con- 
gregations will not ſecke the Word of the Lord, they 
cannot attaine the light of truth, but ſhall walke, ſhall 
wander in the darkenefſe of Error. 
| Fourthly, Saint John ſets downe the full endofthe 
whole written Word : which isrobring men to faith, 


| and conſequently to eternall happineſle, oh. 20. 31. 


the vnwritten word alſo; yet their Angeli-| cob Maxwel. 


T heſe things are Written,that ye might beleene that Feſms is | 7; 


014m: Gregorixes 
| Achiepiſcop. Nas | 
Zaren. In com 
G alatimni, ex Ia- 


Dent, 4. 24 & 
Dent.1z, vit,u. 
femilia verba ha- 
bentur, Sino 
licuit Indes ali- 
quid addere ad 
libres Moſis tum 
mults minits 18. | 
bs licet aliquid 
addere ad Scrip- 
ture Canonem, 
= tot libris 

um 4 tenpo- 
re Moſis.Thoms 
3-49. 60. Art, $. 
Verbs ſacre 
Scripture mbil 
addendum aut 
minuendum eſſe. 
EC atet anus in + 
bunc locuns at, | 
Hint collig} le- 
gem Dei efſe per- 
ſetflam, Vide 1p- 


the (hriſt, the Sonne of God, and that beleenin ry yee wight as 


Ke life through his Name : Which place both (yrill 
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Searchthe Scriptures: or, 


Cyrill bib. 12. in 
} 1oan. cap. 68. 
Auguſt. loans 


— . —_ —_—— 


| Frath.a9.& tr. 
bb. de conſenſu 


| Emangelit.coz5. 
4 


| Auguftinus etia 

bn bunc locum 

j 13.122, ait 

1 fnem buius libr: 

bu verbs indica. 

rl. Sit & layſe- 

#114 ait, libri t0- 
thus fincm bus 

(ve bu antelligi, 

Ho I. 9 

| | 

| De 017:nt c0n- 

filio Dei, quaniit 

ad bumanam 

—_ ſalutem. 

| Carthuſf, in- 

7 AQ. 20, 


| 
| 
Tob 12. 13, 
Hlob 32.7. 
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| Plainly ; IFany man ſuſpend his aflent and iudgement 


and Auftinwnderftand of the ſufficiency of Scripture: | 
Lyranus fayes,Theſe words expreſſe, and explicate the | 
profitand vrility of thisdoctrine. Neiherdoth S. Tobn 
here ſpeake only ofthe miracles of our Sauiour: for he 
ſpeakes ofſucha faith as we call iuſtifying, which will 
bring a man to cuerlaſting life;which,miraculous faith- 
of it ſelfe wilneuer do. Hence Hrgo (ardinalis auerres, 
that in theſe words is indeed declared the fpeciall in. 
tention of this Booke, but more generally, the whole 
ſcope of the holy Scripture. Ang I would haueit ob- | 
ſcrued, that this Goſpell was written againft Cerinrhus 
and his adherents. , who firft Rarted vp in the yeare of 
Chriſt, 95. Yea, it was writtcn after all other Scrip. 
tures, except perhaps the Rexelation, which was writ. 
ten by him in the 1le Parkmes,in the fifteenth yeere. of 
Domitian, which was inthe ycore of Grace, 97+. 
Fiftly, Thoſe words of S.Parl, Acls 2 0. 27:1 haue 
not ſhunned to. declare vnto- you-a!ll the Counſell of. 
God, * Carthuſian expounds of the Counſellof God,ſs: 
farre forthas appertaineth to mans ſaluation.. I intend 
not tobe tedious. 1kt me onely referre you to ſome 0- i: 
ther pregnant places ofScripture,and fall of finewes t&|. 
inferre and inforce the Scriptures ſufficiency. AS Rev..| 
22.18. Gat.1.8, 2.Tim. 3.16,17, Pſal. 19. 8: 
Luk. Þ., 3,4. Mat. 15.6. Luk. 16.29, Luk. 24.25, 
27, Jeh. 5.39. Aft.1,r. Att. 17.2,3. eAtt. 28; 
24,28, eAf4t.24.14 Att, 26. 22: Rom. t. 2. Rom: 
10.17, Rem. 15.4. Epheſ. 2.19,20, 2. Pet. 1.196 
But becauſe among the Ancient. is wiſedome, and- 
inthe length of dayes 1s vederftanding, let the dayes 
ns and the multitude of yeeres teach wiſedome. 


till the Fathers tiaue brought in their verdid, let him | 
heare what thoſe three foremen of the Juric, Dronyſins, 
Trenexs, and Teertullian haue leferecorded asvpon their:| 
Oak, + | SY 
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in the dayes 0 Del 
' thinke any thing of the moſt high and abſtruſe Diuini- minibus, cap 1. | 
ty, fauethat onely which the Diuine Scriptures hauc | * 1ree.b3.cop. | 
renealed. | | r. Non gerakios|- 


venerable, asliuingin the yeere of Chriſt 180. relyed 
onely vpon this foundation and pillar of our faith. - 


the Lord. thought worthy to liue aboue 1 400. yeeres | #9! adn, | 


fince, did adore the plcnitude and perfeRion of the | 794 49am, 
Scriptures. Tothefe I might addea cloud of witnefles; 


| efſe,que ſunt neceſſaria, In boys. 1. in Mat. He auerres,Seripjws ogu eſſe,quia multi debbrinam 


Firſt, _—_ 1 Areopagitaſuppoſed by them wo: fine JAG: 7-3 | 
the Apoſtles, durit-noreitherſpeake or |" PoPnimuone-t 


Secondly, ® 7ret2s, whoſe hoarie head makes him FRA, wg - : 
nounmus, quam |: 
F ; per (0s, per quosy 
Thirgly, Þ Tertulian, that famous Worthy, whom | Evangelum per- | 


tunc —_ | 
AS © Origen, 4 Athanaſius, and the reft. < $. (by ſoftom pre 49 | 
is ours in ſundry places. 1Iluſtrious is the Teſtimonie | tem inSeripurss | 


of f (onſtantine the Great, in the firſt Nicen Councell ; | 29% Tradidorie, þ 


Edxyy8 txgi £r1Onury aomtnngd, YVEAS B Baſil himſelffayes, rom | 


bartes irfwns meas, Vaprearic; Kanyers, TOS amanifelt | woftre futurum, 
marke of arrogant infidelity, either to reieR any thing | > 4dooplenitus/. 
that is written, or to referre any thing more to that | dinem {cripune 
whichis already written. It would be too long to at pn na 
leadge the Teſtimonies of Þ Epiphanins, of | Cyrill, of | fute:Torinl. libs | 
kT heophilus Alexandrinus, of | Apolitnaris,of m (ypri- | contra Hermog, 
an,of" Inftine of lerome, of © Ambroſe, & ofthe reſtof| * Orig. m Com- 
| oo \ : : ; ' ment,ncap, 3. | 
a4 Roman. in bor. 2.5, in Mat. in bcm.3. in Geref. in kom, 9, in Exch. in bery. x. in Hier, in| 
onmibus bis locis oppugygh t1aduiones, © Scripture ſufficiurt ad enrem veritatis inflrubtionem:E 
Athan contra Gent, ©Chryl, in kom. J. in 2. «pifi. ad Theſſal. Omnia in Scripturis manifeſia 


"— -® 


IS, "a 
| « "a 
- 


corrwmpunt, See, Chiyf:mbom.13 in Geng in bonulia fyain Pſal, 95, mbew, x3.in. epift, ad | 
Corimb, ® Theodorct.hiflor .Eccleſclib 2 cap. 3-5 Baſy.inlib.de corfefſicne fidei, Þ Epiphami, in| 
kereſ.6t, & 69. i Cyril, lib, de fic'e ad Regin, 1n lib 12, in locn, Cap, 68, in bom. 5.in Leuit-|; 
« T beopbiluus Alxandrinus in 2. P aſcl'dli, }* Apollinanis vir ille deAlus, & t.alde ingenioſus | 
Euſeb. eccleſ. bifi.kb.5 cap.15. ® Cyprian epift. 74. ad Pompeium contra Staph. * Auguſt del 
dofir.Chriſt.lib.2.cap. 4, De peccat merit, & vemfſion, lib.2.cap. ph: contra liter. Pitilicnilib. 3-6 
Cap 6. De Ciuit.Dei,lib.19, cap 18, Traft.2.in epiſt.loan, Eyift, 163. lib, de paftoribus, cap. 14. 
Confef. lb. 6. cap..5, © Hieron. epiſt. ad Ctefiphontem, in fine Comment.in #ich.1, 0 Ambr..in 
Comment. Luk. 16, Ad Gratianum de fide,tap.q. "2 | 
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Search the Scriptures : or, 


* Vitor. de ſa- 
cracy rclefa. 8. 
de auz, Chart, 
ex Whit, 

b Melchior Ca- 
nus de locis The- 
olog .lib.7.cap.z . 
© Scripture ſuf- 
ficienter conti- 


_ | nent defirinam 


viatori neceſſari- 
arm.Scolus in 
prologe m Lom- 
bardum. 

« Aquinas in ca» 
tena aurea.m loc. 
Mice ifte de illo 
pane ſunt : oh 
quiapenis verbii, 
& fides verbi 
eft, mice velut 
quedam dogma- 
#4 fidei front: Amr 
br. inls 


' 


the Authentique Ancients, whoſe ancient and venera- 
ble writings point out vnto vs the plenitude of the 
Scriptures, | 
 Butthothe Papilts in reuerence will not riſe vp be. 
| fore the hoare-head, and honour the perſons of theſe 
Ancients, yet it may be,they will reſpe@ the teſtimony. 
and authority of their owne Writers : for becauſe that 
they are the people onely,wiſedome muſtdie with the, 
As 7 ſpake to his heauy friends, 7ob 1 2.2. I will there. 
fore proue this our aſſertion by the Teftimony of ſome 
of the moſt approued Popiſh Writers, 84 

1 3 Franciſcus a Vittoria, A Spaniſh Fryer,would be- 
lecue no dorine which is not contained in the Scrip. 
ture,alithoughall Writers ſhould auerretheſame. 

2 Þ Canus, alcarnedSchoole-doRor, anda Popiſh 
Biſhop, ſayes, that the Canon of the Scripture is per- 
fe, and moſt ſufficient of it ſelfe to cuery end. 

3 © Scotus, that renowned Schoole-man , in his 
prologue vpon Peter Lombard,ſaith , that the Scrip- 
tures ſufficiently containeall doRrines needfull to (al. 
uation. 

4 4 Aquinas in his Aurea.(atena,cxpounding thoſe 
words of the woman of Canaan; (T he whelps eate of the 
crums that fall from their Maſters T able, Math.1 5.27.) 
followesthe Allegoric with S. e Ambroſe, ſaying, That 
the Table isthe holy Scripture, thatThe crummes are 
the precepts and principles of Religion, by which the 


—— 


that the whelps who cate theſe crummes,are GODS 
faithfull people, who are nouriſhed by theſe precepts 
to eternall life, but only by ſuch crummes, by ſuch pre..} 
ceprsasfall from their Maſters Table, the ſacred Bible. | 
Theſame equine in Comment. 1n 2. Tm. cap. 3. 
fayes, that the Scriptures doe make the man of G O D 
(the Miniſter) perfe& vatoall good workes. 


Church of Chriſt isduly, dayly, and daintily fed ;- and 


Obieft, But what ſay you to That place of St. Paul, 
- _2:Theſ, 
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5 An Enquirie after roeritie. | 7 


' | hold the traditions which they had beene taught,whe- | ix Scripturis is- 


} 


2 


| 


2.T heſe 2.15. who commands his Theſſalonians to| yy, Patiſie 


ther by wordor epiſtle > Keagrvire rs haters, cxm probabilio'® 
«Anſwer, 1f we compare this his Epiſtle generally |: Wh 


with the Bookes of thenew Teſtament, wee ſhall finde _ _ de.) 


that it was the Ancicnteſt,cxcept the former Epilile, 
eſpecially if we will credit » £u/eb;#s and Irenes , yea,1 « pyſch. nid 
it was penned before the Goſpell of St. £Hatthew, as | eccleſd.5.cap. 8. 
may appearczin that it was writtenwhen Pax! taught; Irene-kib.z. 
at Athens,as the poſiſcript imparts, which wasabout.i #27: 4 ve 
1:7. or 18, yeeres after Chrilts Aſcenſion: whereas the "Grief ſan £- 
GoſpellofS. Marthew, as the ſame /reneus auoucheth, |1,angelium cim 
was penned at thattime when Pauland Perer founded { Paulus & Petrus 
the Church at Rowe, 20. yeers at the leaſt after Chriſtg; Rome wangeli- 
Aſcenſion. It-might well fall out therefore, thar at that” Ws # fimde- 
x . . . | rent Ecdleſiam, 
time when this Epiſtle was penned, ſome things neces. | quod fait annis 
ſary toſaluation were not as yet written; by any either y,g chriſti aſten+ 
Apolſtte or Euangeliſt, but. were delivered by word of ſumvignier 
mouth;which things notwithſtanding were afterward | «plis.At hes 
committed to writing. Thus the Word of God went | oy +og 
from man to man vnwritten, for the ſpace of 2400. Free ng 
yeeres, ynto the time of Aoſcs, who was the firſt Pen | poſt chriſti aſtew- 


man of holy Scripture ; for T paſſe oner foſephus his re-| ſum, cum Pau- 


Fall and Promiſe. Me thinks then the Church of Rome | 7 
ſhould bluſh, (it her fore-head dyed red withthe blood | 
of Gods Saints, were capable of any tin&ure ofſhame,)' 
atthe diſcouery of the manifold, impudent and imper. 

tinentimpoſturesof their moſt ſolid argumentations. 

I could here aifo choake them with S. Ambroſes anſwer | Amro. nz, ad 
to this Sophiſme,who by traditiss, in this place vnder- | The 5p. 2+ 
ſtands the doctrine of the Goſpell. whichis elſewhere 
in the Scripturesabundamly exprefled, Ifi ſhould here 
checke them for ſtraying extremely from the ſcope of | 
the Holy Ghoſt, for ſtrayning extrauagantly other 
Scriptures to-ſpeake this language of Aſþded ; Or if 


| port, that Adam writ concerning the Creation, the | Athens do» | 


$ 
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ſhould 
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Search the Scriptures : or, 
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1 {oncluſion, 


. | pbetarum? Aug. 
- | Conc. Triden. 


1 Onmne.litere 


| 


| 


© | © 
ues Hag;Seny- 
uras diciwmias 
Canonica: nifs 
Legys > Pro- 


Seſſ. On 


prefixed intended limits of this my Diſcourſe. This 
{all forts and ſorts of tentations; that our wacth-tower, 


| -builded of ſtones hew 


PI Y 9%. FR 


ſhould here inferre the differing and diſcording opini- 
on many places obieRed by them, 1 ſhould exceede the 
therefore ſhall ſaffice to ſhew that our tower againſt 


whence afarre off wee deſcry all neceſlary Truths,is 
ed out of the quarry of the Holy 


Scriptures, 


_ GET — 


Sek. 3. 
1 CApocryphall Bookes reiefted. 2. The Councell 


ons of the learned Writers oftheir owneReligion,vp-| 


of Trent vellicated, 3. The Conncell of Flo- 
rence vendicated, 4. The pradtice of the 
Church of England cleered. 


= 


O Writings are Scriptere , but ſuch as were 
N written or approued by the Prophets and A- 
poſtles, For, asfor thoſe Apocryphail Bookes, 
imperioufly thruſt ypon Gods Church by the T rider. 
tine Fathers, theyarenotto beeadmitted into the Ca. 
non of Faith. | | 
Forallthe Bookes which doe propheſic of Chriſt, 


the /ewes : burnoneof the A pha were written 


quibus Chriſtzs 


a les 


ſunt: Auguſt, in 


in Hebrew, the language of (anea, In the eighty 
fourth Canonattributed tothe Apoſtles, allthe eLpo- 
cryphall Scriptures which wee exclude ourof the Ca. 
Non, are there alſo caſheered, ſauing that this Canon 
conſtitutch three books ofthe «3 accabees, ſacred ap | 


| 


aprd fudeos ſunt, ſaith » eAuftin, were kept amongſt | 


—._Alf ——_ 


| canonical, whereas the Papiſts themſtlues haue cuer 


—_—_—_—— = 
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An Enquirie after Veritie, 
acknowledged buttwo., The Laodzcen Councill exclu- 
dethall choſe Apocryphall books, which we exrrade out 
ofthe Canon :'Which Councill, though it was of it 
| ſelfe Prouinciall, yet is it notwithſtanding confirmed in 
the 6.gencrall Councill, Truler. Synod. cape2+ Gela- | 
$ ſins Biſhop of Rome, was more moderate then our mo. | 
$ | derne Papitts,who will not yeeld a hoofe; for he makes | 
- | onely one booke of the e Haccabees Canonicall and dil. 
claimes the booke of Wiſedome, not to be Salomons. | 
| * Letvsthenabhorre this Popiſh errour ; yea,l ſay, 
this Popiſh hereſic, 8& S. 4«/#iz ſhall bearte me out in 1; } 
forhe accountsthe / reſcillianiſts Heretickes , for ma... | 4ug, Hereſ.70. | 
King the Bookes Apocryphall of cquall authority with 
the Bookes {.anoccall. | 
li But you ſmell too much of ſcife- opinion , ſayes our | 
opinionate and obſtinate Papiſt ; tor how &gare you, | 
without a bluſh ſo peremptorily contradi& ſo famous | | 
& ſorenowneda Council,as was the T r1dentine Synod? 
Bur nrft, who knowes not that this Councill of | 
T rent is of no antiquitic? it is ſo young, thar ir cannot | # 
| pronounce Sh;bþoicrh, no not to ſaue it ſelfe from the | 
- hands o: the Gzleadites. 2. Neuer was there any Popiſh | 
General Council herein (o audacious,fo preſumptuous, | "=j 
{ before thisof T'rexe. True it is, that ſome impudent | | 
Papiſts,boldly, tho blindly, father a like Decree vpon 
the Councill of Florcnce; But Bellarmine , the Papiſts wie bh tb | 
eAtlas, as likewiſe (occius the Popes own darling, are = = a 
more carefull of their credit, and will not affirme it. | cocciue in The- 
| | How durit Driedo repu+iate thebooke of B:rxch, and | ſauro Cathol, 


| repate ir Apocryphall, aftcr:he Councill of Florence, —_— FE 


— 
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| had that Counciil an«thematiJed ſuch impudent A- 
gentz ? And further, thothis Gancil had nada them en my 2 
Canonicall ; yethad it becne little materiall, ſceing it 
was but a ſmali rimebefore the Councill of T rent, not 
much aboue1 oo. yeares, the one being aſſembled in | 
| the yeare of Chriſt, 1436. the other in the yeare of | 
| C Chriſt, { 
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Searchthe Scriptures: or, | 


2 Nazian%, In 
carnm.de lib ſcriÞ* 


&+ poem. lamb af 
Sel:ucis, Damaſ/c 
L.4.de fide, c.18, 
Hier.prolog. Gas 
leat. Aug.de ciut.” 
l15.c.23. & 
cont, Adimante 
c.17.6 de doft. 
Clnift, l.z. c,8- 
Greg.inlob.l,19 
C17. EF. 

d Cajetan. ad 
frnem Heſter. 

© Hugo Cardin. 
prolog.in Ioſhua. 
4 Lyranus proto, 
m Apocryph, 

© S7g0n, 11 COmm- 
ment.in Seueric 
Sulpitum, = 

f 5 xguort{6- 
Vai 

#2 Vorre 2 
Ne jabrop Tos 
xammyouko tg. 
Athan.in Sy«o;/. 
g Cavet, in fine 
commen. 1 Hiſt. 
vet .Teſt, 


—_—— 


| Þ 71@r, in proto, 


Galzato. Tom.3. 
p. 6. 

i Epiphan. lib, 
de menſutis & 
ponder, 


kDeurt.31.26. 

1 Synod, Londin. 
An.15 62, Ar.6. 
ar Cyp.ſme Ruf- 
fin.in expeſitione 
fymboli de Cano- 


ne Indaico. 


I _— _ 


| Chriſt, 1545. Thirdly,their Fatherhoods of T reve are | 
rnot able to produce one Father that held them Cano. 


{ bee read in the Church of Englad ? 


| finxs rather, hauing reckoned vp the number of the. 


nicall, within the time of the Primitive Churches 
chaſter innocence :no not within foure hundred yceres | 
after Chriſt, Fougthly, wee can caſily proue , thart al}: 
the a Fathers liuing inthe firſt foure hundred yeers,re- 
1eted them : and that their authority was doubttull,. 
litigious,and ambiguous, for the ſpace ofſixe hundred 
yeares afterour Sauiour Chriſts ſacred 1 ncarnation.. 
Fiftly, Many of the learned Papiſts them(clues are on 
our {ide : Asb (aictan,c Hugo (ardinalis, Lyra, d Lyra-- 
nu, e Siganits, eArias eMHontanus, and others, who 
deny them to be Canonicall Scripture. 

I remember indeed, that tho Arhanzſins would noe 
f Canonize theſe bookes,' yet did he bequeath them to- 
Nouicesnewly couerted to the Chriſtian Faith, or ſuch 
as were after to be baptized. He hercin ſecmes to draw 
neere to that opinion that. the g Cardinall afterward: 
learned of St. h feromze; namely, that theſe Bookes were 
o:0ly admitted inte the (anon of manners, not of Faith, | 
Foraccording toi Eprphanins, Utiles quidem + commo- 
di ſunt ifti libri; T eſe Books. are profitable and commo- 
dious, but not to be receined as (anonicall, or reſerued in} . 
the* Arke of the Teſtimonie.. , 

" Burif theſe Bookes bee not Canonical], ſay ſome | 
of our well-re{peRed and well afe&ed brethren, (for | 
ſol mnſt till ſtyle them,in reſpe& of their conſpiring 
with vs inallpointsfundamentall-) Why ſhould they 
To whom L 
anſwere according to thoſe words in that ſixt. Article 
concluded in that Orthodoxall ' Conuocation holden 
at London , in the yearc of our Lord Chriſt, 1562. 
T heſe Bookes the (hurch doth reade for example of 
life, and inſtruition of manners : but yet doth it not apply 
them to eſtabliſh any dolFrine. Saint ® (\yprian, or Ruf- 


| 


Books 
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TY An Enquirieafier Veritie. 
| Bookes Canonicall, haththeſe words : . Hec ſunt que 


\ Patres intra Canonems coneluſerunt, ex quibus fidei noftre 
] ſſertiones conftare voluerunt, Sciendum tamen eft, quia 
(+ alij libri ſunt , quinon ſunt (anonics, ſed Eccleſpaſtici a} | 
maioribus appellati ſunt: que omnia legiquidem in Eccle- 
1 /i35 veluerunt, non ramen proferrs ad authoritatem ex hy 
| fidet confirmandam : T heſe are the Bookes Which the Fa- 
\ thers haue accounted within the Canon; by Which they 
world confirme the affirmations and aſcertions of our faith : 
1 But we muſt alſo know,that there are other Bookes, Which 
] are called of the eAncients, Eccleſiaſticall, all Which were 
| read inthe (hurch of God, but out of them Was nener pro-\ 
| duced any demonſtration to make good our faith, Hearc| 
what Saint 7erome himſelfe ſaith, prefats in lbros Sals- 
.monts : Hos libros legit Eccleſia, ſed eos inter Canonicas 
| Scripturas non recepit :'- == Legit ad edificationem ple. 
bis, non ad authoritatem Eceleſiaſticorum aogmatum con- 
\ firmandan : T he (burch indeed doth reade theſs Bookss | | 
e1 an cri but yet reputes them not tobee Canonical ; | 
| ſhe reades themto reilifie, to edifie the people, not to teſti- 
fie, on authoritatinely to ratifie the principles of our Faith, 
See Greg. in Tob,l, 19. C, 17. Rodalph. in Lenit. lib. 1 4. 
= I. P. (luniacenſis, lib, 1. Epiſt. 2. Origenapud Eu- 
ſebium. lib.6, cap.2 5. (yrillus Hieroſolymitanus KanNX. d, 
Nor doel aftirme, that theſe Apecryphall Bookes| 
areneuerby the ancient Fathers ſtyled Canonicall or 
Diuine : forthen might you produce Saint lerome and} + | 
Saint eAuſtin, as witneſſes of my witleſnefie heerein, 22S 
Butletlearned Whitakers tell you why : He ſayes, (2-| ,,,., er. cont. 
nonicos ab Auguſtino libros vecart,qui mendacijs fabuliſq;\ pureungs cons | 
pleni non ſunt : Saint Auſtin cals thoſe Bookes (;anonicall,| traCampian, * 
| Which are not full fraught with lyes,and ſcenicallleutty. 
|. A thing isſaidto bee Canonicall, either g;, or| Diſtinftio, 
x7 n, abſolutely , or reſpeRiuely ; Abſolutely that 
is Canonical, whichis the perfe& rule of faith and 
manners: ReſpeCtiuely that 15 regular, whichcontay- | 
C 2 
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} ſtyles Eprme- 


| Þ Caiet, in com- 
; ment. in biſtor. 


| (oncluſion, 
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\ ® Concedimus 


Search the Scriptures: or, 


| 


a For ſoS.Paul 


vides,TiteI, 12. 


Teſtcyct, 


ronnulla tam 


46 


ning ſome ſentences ofauthentique Writand Hiſtories 
Eccleſiaſtica'l, hath obtained ro be read in holy aflem- 
blies. As 1/rael was ſtyled an holy people, not that all 
were ſanQiified in the particular, tut all in the gene. 


the pale of the Church: ſoare theſe bookes called Ca. 
nonicall,not that all things in themare completely re. 
gular, but allmore regular thenthe prophane writtings 
| of the Heatheniſh a Prophets, who neucr ſlept ypon the 
top of holy Parnaſſus. 

Butler ſuch as will not heare 2o/es and the Pro- 
phers, liſten a little to the admonition of Cazeray, their 
owne deare Romitſh Catholike, and a Cardinal! : hee 


"quits imerdum dici Canonicos legunt, id de mor;:my , ron 
doftrine Canone intelligant : That they would fauoura.. 
Ll; interpret the Fathers, when they ſtyle theſe books 
Canonicall; and not be ſo farre fore-ftald with preiu- 
dice, as to make them rules of Fatth and doctrine, but 
of our fats and Dilc;pline. 


Sect. 4 


loft. 2. No part of the Canon 


periſhed, 3. 
Hany obiections anſwered, 


—_——  — — — 


Hongh we fhould grant that ſeme Bookes of Cane- 
nicall Scriptuye were loft, (which yet cannot be 


ON a 
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rall, in oppoſition to the Gentiles, who were withour | 


aduiſeth all Students in Dininity, Þ Ur quando cb arti- 


1. The Scriptures ave ſufficient, tho ſome Bookes were 


| proucd by our Aduerfaries,cannot be approued. 
{by vs) yer doth the Scripture Ftiil remaine ſuf-cient. 
| For the ® neceſſary matter ofthoſe Bookes ſuppoſed!y 


| 
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| {an Enquitie after Feritie. 
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EIS 
A 
p, . 


| 13: 


| NOW Extant. 


loſt, is contained in the bookes of holy Writ that are ; d:Gderaigues- 


4 


| from Saint Chry/o/towe. And I am induced herein to 
| for granted, that the whole Canon of holy Scripture 


| that ſome bookes of Scripture had periſhed in Babylon, 


emp? ( Ex Egypto vecani fillum meu.) Ex veuera ſeptuagints Interpretes, quos folos Chryſoſto- 

* neutram ſententiam babent : Hebreitamen lbri onmes habent ; atignorabat 
Chryſoſtomus linguam Hebraicam. Juſuper Hicronymus m lib, de optimo genere interpret, ai 
vtramg; ſententian repeririin libris Hebraicis,priorem nempe Eſaie 11. 1.poſicxiore, Oſte 11.1. 


It ſcemes then, will Þ Sraplcron ſay, That thoſe books, 
thofull fraught with moſt high and heanenly matter, were 
ncedleſſe and ſuperfluous. But who notofan ouer-daring 
ſpirit, dare fr an & belch out ſuch impious & hay- 
nous blaſphemues againſt the Lord? Who, (not as 
oltragionsas Apoſtaticall /#1:ar,) would ſay that it; 
isſuperfluous to haue the ſame Pſalme or Story recor.! 
ded in two ſeucrall places of the Scripture? Isnot the | 
eighteenth Pſalme inthe booke of Pſalmes recorded, 
and inthebookeof Sameel, 2. Sam. 22? Isnot the Hi- 


| 6ON!Rere; Whilg, 


2 Canone 
ſcripture furrtit, 
ſed tamen affire 
mam, illum 
| Canonem qui ve- | 
| Manet, efſe ſuffi 
CIentew, Qr 0m- 
ma ueeeſſaria 


d'ſput ae ſacra 
Script, 

Þ Stapleton; ar- 
gumentum, ſeu 


ſtory of HerFck42/, recorded in the 2. King. 18,19, & 


2 o, Chapters, and in 7/. 36, 37, 38, 39 Chapters? | 


But indeed I take it, that no part of the Canon is ' 
loſt, Famnot ignorant. that < (hry/o#eme,and other of | 
the learned, perſiwade thernſelues that ſome part is ' 
periſhed : but to theſe let mee modelily oppoſe the. 
[ewes, together with the moltskilfull Chriſtians inthe | 
Rabbins, who inthis point are ofa diuerſe indgement 


difſcnt from ſo many of the learned Sages, as ſuppoſe 
that theſe bookes were loſt inthe Captiuity , by theſe 


three Reaſons. - n+ 
Firſt, becauſe $. Paul makes noqueſtion, but takes it 


_— 


wascuen in his time extant, Rom. 15. 4. Whatſoener 
things were Written aforetime, were written for our lear- 
ning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scrig- 
tures might hae hope. Hadthebleſſed Apoſtle chonglt 


mus ſequ:itus 


C 3 


- 


fotius Caniz $14- 
pletonus enim 
Canin micrpo- 
lauit, & eins 
argumenta fuſilts 
explicauit, Stapl, 
l:b.g.Dreftrinal, 
princip.cap.y, 

© Chryſoft.. Hom, \ 
9. /n Mat and 
Hom.7.11 1. 
Cor, Putauts 
Chryſoſtomus bac | 
ſententiam,(Na- 
R478 VOAb}e 
tar, ) neſquam 
muexivi in illis 
veteris Feſta- 
ment lbris qui 
nuns ſalt ſum, 
Eſt 4+ ala etiam | 
ſententia einſs þ 
modi de qua ſor | 
wiliter ſenſit, * 
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Rom.3.2. 
'1,Tim,3.15. 


Objed. Is, 


| Anſw. I. 


eAuſw. 2. 


Tun. im Anet. 
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oubtleſſe he would haue ſayd, That whatſowmer was | 
written, and #5 now extant, was Written for ourlear. 
ning andcomfort : for bookes that are /o#F, ſerue nei- 
ther for Inſtru&ion nor Conſolation. 

Secondly, To hold that any. bookes of Scriptare 
ſhould be /o/t, cals intoqueltion, not onely Godscuer.. 
watching prouidence, but alſo his ouer-ruling power, 
Hecuer was, is, and will bee able to preſerue his Wri- 
tings from the violence of cruell Tyrants,He can make 
his very aduerſaries to bind them asa Crowne vnto 
them, and cauſe them to bee more carefull to preſerxe | 
them, then T #t#s to reſerue the Temple. | 

Thirdly, It cals into queſtion the fidelity of the | 
Charch, vnto whom Were of credit committed the Oracles 
of God, and who is therefore ſtyled vaG- x ip ou | 
75; «anv6izg, the Pillar and ground of Truth, becauſe it 
hath the bookes of God in keeping. 

There bec alleaged many particular places of Scrip. 
ture, toproue that ſome bookes of Scripture be loft; As 
in Numb. 21. 14. e Hoſes maketh mention of the 
bookes of the Bartels or Warres of the Lord, which 
Booke ſeemeth to be loſt, But firſt, you mult know 
that a [Booke] inScripture ſometimeſignifieth a Re. 
hearſall, a Roule, Or Catalogue, AS the fitt chapter of 
| Geneſis, contayning the Genealogic of eAdaw, iscalled 
the booke of rhe Generatien of Adam. So in like manner, 
that Booke of the Warres, might be ſome ſhort & com. 
pendious narration of diners exploits which fell out 
among the Iſraelites, which in eoſes his time being 
Manuall, went from hand to hand. Secondly, This 
Booke ofthe Battels of the Lord,ſeemeth vnto ſome to 
be the Booke of the ludges; yea, learncd [uninsreferres | 
vsStO fudg. 11. | 

Obreit. 2, In 7h. 16, 13. Wee are ſent to the 
Booke of [7 afher :_) 1s not this written in the Books of 


pn EET 


Iaſher? This booke is vndoubtedly loſt. 
_nſw.\ 


4 xt , 
EMI 5» 2 # 
_—_— = __uY 
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eAnſw. Confider,I pray you, that ["7aſher ] is no 
proper, but acommon Name, ſignifying vpright,iuft, 
or righteous. As if /oſhua ſhould haue ſaid, Is notthis 
rare,thisſo much admired miracle of the Suns ſtanding, 
ſtill, recorded by him that is iu ,vpright, and rightee::s 
in his reports? Is itnot-regiſtred by a Nathaniel, by art 
7/raclite indeed, yet one without guile, by a true-ſpiri- 


' ted, by atrue-ſpoken man ? So that I canneither afſene 
tothe Chaldee text,which readeth,["In the booke of the 
| Law :] noryettothale other, whoby 7aſher -vnder- 


—__ 


of "vn rea 
futt. f 


| ſtand e I/oſes. 

Obief. 3, Butl heare you ſay, that that Booke of 
the (hronicl:s ef the Kings of [ſracl is ſurely lo, yet 
la frequently mengioned in the Scriptures. 

Anſw. Briefly I anſwer, that it was but as the Chro.. 


| enen ciuill and polite records ofthe cuents of things 
in the Kingdom of ?/rael. b AugnFtine aucrres of all the 


humanediligence and deuotion. Hence therefore hee 
| doth well-inferre, that theſe Volumes did not apper. 
| taine ad authoritatem Religions, to the prouing, tothe 
| propagatingof Religion ; ſed ad vbertatem Cognitionss, 
| tothe promoting, to the intarging of good literature 
| among the /ewes, | | ; 
| Obie. 4. It ſeemes that the Bookes: of certame 
Prophets be periſhed, as of Gad, and N\«thar, 1.Chron. 
29. 29. 
eAſw. By the Booke of Nathan and Gad, is meant 
onely the firſt and ſecond booksof Samrel,which were 
not wholy wriften by Samuel, but ſome part thereof by 
| N#thanand Gad. Forthoſe twobookes of Same! cone 


. : a i 2O, 27. & 22» 
| nicles of England are with vs, of of France with them, | 29, 46. 2, Kins- 
'1.18.& $.23. & 


' 10,34+& 12:19, 
bookes ſuppoſed tobeloſt, that they neuer attained tothe | 


credit of Canenization,that they neuer aſþired to bee re- | 
puted Bookes inſpired by the bleſſed Spirit. Penned 26,31,36.8 16+ 
they were, ſayth he, Non tam infþiratione dumina, cuam 


ii S555 -A_ ; 4 4 © 0  1uguft de cimat.- 
humana diligentia : Netby diuine inſpiration , but by Py pope nag 


| 


| 
F 1.Kin, 14.19;. 
29.& 15.7323» 
31.&16.5, 14 


13. 8,12. & 
14-15,18,28. & 
IS. 6,11,15,27; 


19,820, 20,&C-- 


Refpondeo:Eo Ib 
co ſacram biſtori- \- 
am primi &r ſt. 
cundi Samuels 

maellig), comex- | 


——m_—.. 


taine 
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tam a tribus ills 
Prophetis, S2- 
mucle,Natha- 
no, &- Gad, 
quam Staplete- 
14s imprudens 
Canonicam eſſe 
megat. Certum' 
eft enim non fur 
zſſe hes libros ab 
vno Samuele 
ambos c onſcrip- 
to5,quia Samuel 
mortuus eſt ante 
finem prin L011. 


{ 2.5am, LL 
I, 9aM.25«1. 


Tudg. 13. 5. 


| Prophet /ddo, 2. Chro. 1;. 22, butin tha: ſamehiltory |. . 
that is ſtoried of Abha, 1. Kin. 15 The Acts of leho- | +} 


| That it might bee fulfilled which was ſpoken by the 


'taine.inthem an Hiſtory of 1 2 ©.yeeres : The firſt bee- | 
| ingan Hiſtory of foureſcore yeares; of forty vnder Ek, 
I. Sam. 4.18. ani of forty vnder Samuel and Sal, | 
et. 13. 21, The ſecond booke is an Hiſtory of 
forty yeares, cuen from the death of Sal, totheend of 
Daxids Kingdome: Bur it is manifeſt, that Samuel dy- 
ed before 'Danid came to the Crowne ; whereas N a- 
than lined neere vnto the beginning of his raigne, and 
continued till the end thercof. And Gad in like man- 
ner lived in the latter end of King (Dads regiment 
ouer that Kingdome, as appcaterh, 2.Sam. 12. and 
2,5am. 24.18. er 
Ob-eft. 5. The As of Salomon penned by thoſe Pro. 
phets Warhan, eAhijah, and das, are altogether peri- 
ſhed, 2. (bron. g. 29. ; 
«Frſw. That isalrogether falſc:for they are contay. 
nedin the Hiſtory of the firſt Booke of Kings, So like. 
wiſe the Acts of eFb:ha, are writtcn in the Stor) of the 


ſhaphat are written in the booke ot /-hu the Propher, 
2. (bro, 20.34 butitis mentioned inthe booke of the 
Kings of /ſrael. 1. King. 1.61; Foritis moſt cerraine, 
that the bookes of Tuages, Ruth,Samuel,and the Kings, 
were penned by ſundry and ſucceeding Prophets, in 
ſundry and ſuccceding ages of the Church. Hence 
MHat.2. 23, atcſtimonie 1s cited out ofthe Booke of 
luages, which is not elſewhere extant in the Scrip. 
tures; and yer Saint e.4 athew ſayes, Ut impleretur id 
quod dittum eft per Prophetas, T3 puvw Na BS avapnror 2 


[Prophets] not which was ſpoken by the [Prophet.] 
So that it is manifeſt, that that Booke was penned not 
by one,but many Prophets. The like may be auouched | 
of the fore-named Bookes. But1 ſtudy brevity. 


| Obie. Lrake ittobeatruth that, the Books of Enoch || 
| 1S 


mc 4 


| is1oſt, of whoſe Propheſic /ude makes mention, 7ude, 


1 47 © 


An Enqudrie after Varitie. 


v,I4. | ) | 

eAnſw. 1. Itake ittobecea doubt , whether ys 
was a Booke orno. Indeed the e anicheis forged fa- 
| bles more ancient then 
into one Volame, called the Booke of Enech ; But this 
1eQ; ® Liber ifte ob nimiam antiquitatem reijcitur, faith 
the Father : T his Books ts too old to bee true. But if it 


| wasa Booke; we commonly holdthat it was not pen. 


ned by Enoch, but by ſome Jew vnder hisname, our of 


In like manner wee ſhall not finde the names of thoſe 
 Magiciansthat withſtood ec 27oſes,inthe Buokes of the 
old Teſtament, yet Saint Pax/namesthemand (ayes, 
that they were Janne: and lambres, 2.T im.3,8. It is 
like, that the Apoſtle had their names by ſome Apo- 
cryphall writings at that time extant among the ewes, 
in which he was very skilfull and expert, as appearcth, 
| in that he dealing with the Athenians, (retians, Stoicks, 

and Epicures conuinced their vicious impurities by the 
Telſtimonic of Þ Menander, © eAratus, 4 Epimenides, or 
Callimachus. Nor is this any ſurmiſed ery of 
\ mine owne fiction, to aduance the —_— of mine 0. 
uer-weeningconceits, as being wedded to ſelfe-opini- 
on : for © Plne himſclfe in his naturall hiſtory,nomi- 
natcth and nambreththis [anne amongſt the moſt an- 
cient Magicians, 

Anſw, 2. The Holy Spirit, who enabled Enoch to 
propheſie of ſuch, might aſſure Saint /ude, that hee did 
propheſicof ſuch, though his prophefie had beene ne- 
| uer penned. 
| . Obiegt. 7. Butthat Saint Pauls Epiſtle ro Laodicea 
# loft, you cannot deny, for Saint Paul commands his 
Coloſſians toreade it, (vloſ, 4-16. yet is1t not now 

: # 


extant, 
D Anſwv. 


oahs Flood, colleing them | 
-booke eLAu#tinwithſoundnefle of iudgement dathre. | 


= — 
\ 


whole writing the Apoſtle might haue this Propheſie. | 


b x.Cor.r5.33- | 
adducit Paulys 
Senarium ex 
Mecnaxdro, 
< 44.17.28, 
Hemiflicum illud 
ex Phenomen. | 
Arati ſunpth eft. | 
d Tit.1.13.£itat 
Paulys Hexame- 
trum ex Epime- 
nide, vel ut aly, 
ex Callimacbo. 
od P lm. Natur Ld 
Hiſtorl.; TO 
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® Epiphan, 6b. 
contr Maiciont, 


{ Þ Hicr. catalog. 
{ author, Eccleſtaft, 
; FT Parids 


| c Tert.l,5 contr. 
{ Maicont, 


d TheophylaFi, 


n epiſt, Palinas. 


Catharinus 
Comment, m C0 
loſe 4. 16. 


* 
i 


| __eAuſw. Idcny not but thatlong ſince, ſuch an E- | 
piſtle went from hand to hand , mentioned by a Epi- | 
phar3us in his Booke againſt the «Itarcionirs ; Butthe. 
{econd Councill of Nice determined to exterminate it | 
out of the Church as ſpurious, as ſuppoſititious.p Saint | 
ferome alſo makes mention of the ſame Epiſtle, bur ve. | 


[1 


[ 


terly diſclaimes theauthenticke authority of the fame. | 
Faber Stabulenſis rangeth it among Saint. Pauls Epi- 
{tles, but 1s therefore reprehended by Eraſmus. c T er- | 
cullian imagineth that it is Saint Paxls Epiltle to the 
Epheſians. T beophylatt thinkes -thar it is Saint Pauls 
"former Epiltle to T21theus, Which was written from | 
Laodicea , as the poſt-{cript imports, But the truth | 
is, thatthe Epiſtle there mentioned, was not written:: 
by Saint Paul to the Laodiceans, but by the: Lacdice- 
4::3 to Saint Pat, and therefore was never in the: 
| Canon. For the Apoſtle commands them not toread- 
the Epiſtle written axis AzoJixeiar, © the Laodiceans, 
bit 24 Aa>Dxaiz, from the Lacdiceans, Now Saint 
Pax! commands his Coloſſians to read this Epiltle writ. | 
ten by the Leodiceans, becauſe many things were con. | 
tayned in it, which did neerely concerne them, This 1s 
it which Oecumenizcs learned aur of Chry/oF om for thus 
hee writeth, Ov 6m zu wes Aﬀoucis, ct f in Atzod)neicy | 
{ YerpHious : 5 ame Thain oggs Aﬀodneics. IMF amy Aﬀod xiv) £ 
os Hlaixor. Hy: jap m7 mums &@ au7i wothody Kohowns Tc. 
Hence e (atharinus himfſelfe is forced to confeſic, 
Now hic nominari E piftolam 4 ſe ſcriptamad Laodiccnſes, 
| [ed ex-Laodiceaſcriptam. | 
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not at all corrupted by the ewes , but Þ ſtill remaine | 41». De,hb. 


| Chriftop. iz prefa. ad Pſa, © Canusl. 2, lot. Com. © Molnen i.Thom. q 27. art.1.D fut.3 
| Theol. 9.7. 
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Sed. 5. 


1. The Originall Copies only Authemticall. 2. They 

are not corrupted, 3. The vulgar verſion 4 per- 
| mwerſe Tranſlation, 4. Scriptures haue beene anci- i 
| ently tranſlated. 5. Our New Tranſlation , no 
meane teſtification, of his Maieſlies ſincerity in 
Religion. | 
| 


e Y HE Hebrew and Greeke (opies of holy Scrip- (__ 


ture,arc tobe followed aboxe at T ranſlations. For | 
as Saint Auſtin excellently affirmes, * That lan- | , ,.: PROT? 
guage ſhould rather be credited, from whence the T ranſla- | ,, pale yan © 
tion vas matte into another tongue. _ | eftin dliam falta 
| As for theſe Hebrew and Grecke Originals, theyre | rarſlazio. Aug, f 


_— IE —_— ha the, 4d 


moſt pure fountaines, though ſome of the Popiſh Do- | ke iy on yl | 


Qors, (louing to fiſh in troubled warers,) would ſceme | ;,,, pun Au 
| to maintaine, that the ſpightfull /ewes did purpoſely | guſtini1tces Au. 
| corrupt nota few places. Ofthis impudent opinion | g»/in. Epifk.ro8 
| are Gregorixs de Ualentia, © Iacobus (briſtopolitanxs and | oy ——_ 
© Canxs. TowhomlT will oppoſe © «Holina, * Ar. chrif Re 
' dradins, 8 Sixtus Senenſss, h eLlphonſns Mendez, | > Mirabile mobi: 
; al of them Papiſts, yet none of them denying,the Ori. ; videturduebus 
; ginall Copies to be pure fromall corruption. | annoriam milli 
Againſtthoſe former 1 will maintaine, that the He- | _—_ jew 2 
brew bookes were not corrupted ofthe fewes, by theſe — Bs | 
two Reaſons. | l exquiſit 
amorum poſſum dicere numerum ) nec verbuns vnun, i lege iliins efſe mmutatum, ſed centi 
unuguiſque Indeorum morietur ,quim legi Moſaice de. ogab:i: Euſth. ex Phi'o, Indeo, © Iacoh. 


»w 


f tndrad. defcnſ, Triden, l, 4. 8 Sixtus Senenſs, Biul, lib, 8. > lpon, Mendon, contre. 
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Cancil. Trident. 
Seſſ.4.Decr.2. 


F. Simen. Bill, 
complu, in prefa. 


Lindann,de opt. 


geat.mterp hbz, 
| C4þs e234, 6: 


loan. I/aac, de- 


fſenſcvert. Hebr, 


adverſe Linda. 
both Papiſts, 


| 


Reaſon 1, Before the comming of the «2eſiab, 
they were not at all corrupted by them, for Chrilt,zhe 


erronious Gloſlcs of the Scribes and Phariſes , would. 


| neuer haue beene ſilent in this crime ſo odious, fo- 


notorious, 


our bleſſed Sauiour, .his ſacred Apoſiles, and Euange- 
liſts, ſhould ſo cite Teſtimonies of the Scriptures; as the 
ſtiffe.necked Jewes would in enſuing times depraue 
them ? 

But are you onely a ftranger in the Now-Roman- 
Church, and haue not knowne the things which are. 


the Hebrew and Greeke Originals, euennow after the. 


ſpace of 1 500: yearesat the leaſt > Can you bee ignos- |. 


rant how that High-Prieſt, F S:»er, Biſhop of T oledo 


oneach ſide of Chriſt ? When as many of the learned 


[one for many. Lindenas, one of- their owne Biſhops, 
one that c2me outof their owne bowels, otherwiſe an 
aduerſary to the Hebrew Originall;, (as appeares to 
the perpetuall and indeleble deſtaine of his credit, in 
that 7ohn Iſaac hath defended itagainſthim,) cuen hee 
harh lift vp the heele againſt. the vulgar Latine, Yet 
it is not-vnknowne, that. Guido Eabricixs , whereas 
right andreaſonawould, he. ſhould rather haue gone a- 


_ \—— 4 __ 


| 


irrefragable Door of Truth, who reproues the falſe & | 


come topaſſe therein, in theſe latter yeares? of their: 
Canonizing of the vulgar Latine Tranſlation, againſt. 


Papiſts themſelues pittifully complaine vpon the vul-. 
gar Tranflation,diſguifed with the Maske of Catholi- | 
ciſme, For auoyding prolixity,I will onely inſtance. 
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Reaſon 2. The 7ewes did not falſifie them after the | 
commingof Chriſt : for who can,or dare imagine, thar: 


| 


in Spaze, deliuered them to bee condemned, and han. |, 
ged on cach ſide that vulgar verſion as the two theeues | 


bour toſate the Latine Tranſlation to the patrerne of 
jthe Originalt Texts, hee contrariwiſe did hisbeſtende- 
uor,in the. (omplutenſcan edition of the Bible Royall, wi 

make; 
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make the footof the Text, ſerue the lacerated and ma... 


cerated Shooe of the Latine Tranſlation,moued bythe! ; 
authority of /ohames Picus of e Hiranduls, 25 Liens | Notat, i Gen. 


Brugenſcs witneſſeth, = oaks 
ou are not to expeRt from me any examples ofthe 


. manifold Barbarifmes, the more then manifeſt Falfifi. | 
cations, Additions, DetraQions, Deprauations of that 
| vulgar Latin, Fortruely, I might as caſily yndertake 


to meaſure the back-ſide of Hell ; -nay, if Arithmeticke 
it felfe, which isthe Arvofnumbring, were ſet to rake 
amuſterofthem fingle by themſelues , it: would want 
CharaRers todecipherthem. Others herein haue ſuc. 
ceſſefully laboured., and yee may fruirfully enter into- 
thoſe their labours. Onely let mee tell. you, that none 
ofthe ancient Fathers before Gregory the-firſt,,. were 
flauiſhly addi&ed to the- vulgar Edition.ofthe Bible. 
Not aT ertullian , notb Cyprian , noÞc Arnobizu., not: 
d Hilarie , not< Sainte Ambroſe, not Saint fe Auſtin, 
notg Leo, not Þ Optatus,. noti Fulgentins, nOtk Pri. 
waſins not | Proſper, Yet neuerthelefle,with the Popes: 


claw-backe Paraſites, Hebrew,Greeke,and allinterpre-. s: 
rations of the more pure.complexion,.muſt bee holden] Sim 


for carrupt, rather then his» Holineſle touched:;with 
any miſpriſion,or ſuſpicion of ouerſight, inaurhorizing: 
this nouell Edition of tHe Bible for authenticall: Thus 
they ſhamefully belie, adulterate,and, as I may ſay,de- 


flowre,not: onely- the - V-irgin-writings of particular |. 


I 


Vide Whitak. de | 
etione Scriptu- 
rarum Authentt> 


in Pſa.67;et 106+ 
et Hiler jn Mat, 
© Ambroſe. Comm: 
in Luc, 8. - 
i Augtralt in” 
104.444. 61, 13” 
To» Epiſt. 
lean.traft. tos 


Doors, and generall Councils, as-appeares by their; 


| nfndex Expurgatorius : but, ( totheir everlaſting ob- |; 
loquie, nener tobe buricd in obliuion;tothe ay pres + 


blotand bltmiſh oftheir cauſe)the thrice-ſacred booke: 


| of God itfelfe; to-make thoſe celeſiall pages ſeeme-vn-| i 
totheir.bltar-eyed Profelytes, that they ſtand for them: | , 
W ining in their natiue beauty, the falſe colors | 
| Which thiey have. caſt vpon them, wi 


rather firordsgoxwound , then ſhiclds to-prote&t the 


off, they arc: | 
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a Clement 
the cight, 
dDeut.3t.rtt, 


and 6.6.7,8,9., 
ler, 36:6,7, 
© Epevre ry mts 
year: le.y.39 
{ « Pheſe 6.1 7 
Bur the Pa- 
| piſts take away 
ro. the Chri- 
ftian Souldicr 
his >word 
$cr:p11m eſt, 
andin ftead 
thereof, pur 
into his hand 


inGe.bz.cs 
in Mat. be.g. ad 
Colo. bo.3 de 
Li340.Vvult po 
PK fans ante 
Ccxambare (0: ws 
Mum 4469 Ih/e 
us Ecclel. ratia- 
uu efſet. 


Aldg.. de 4odiy. 
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 |tiie their-rortering wals of ſuperſtition, They arera-' 


13. & 7.19,10, ' 


fore with this Tranſgreſsion. rather then Tranſlation of 
the Bible,as one ſpeakes of Pope a Clements corruption, | 


zen. | > neceflary, thatthe holy Scriptures ſhould bee tranſl. 
2. ted, For why ſhould Chriſt command vsto © Search 
. them, if they might not bee tranſlated for ous ynder. 


heads of Doarine defended by them. They are rather 
Canon-ſhor to batter,then Bulwarkes to better & for- | 


ther Mines to vndermine & throw downe, then pillars 
to ſupport their ruinous Tower of Babylor. Away ther- 


of Sextus Q4wtas his Corretion of the vulgar verſion. 
A Tranſlation it is,fitter tobe thro:vne intothe bench- 
hole, or as the Spiders web ro bee ſwept Towne, and | 
carried out, then hung vp inthe Church, for any other 
either Armour or Ornament. | | 
Obie&. Youſceme againe to draw the vaile of Afo- 
ſes ner his face, for is it not lawfull that Tranſlations 
ſhould be prouided, asthe veflels wherein Gods Di- 
uine and infallible Word may be preſcrued, ani pre. 
ſented to his people? 
e1"{w. Itis noconcly lawfull , but likewiſe yery 


d They are giuen vs tobe ours armour againſt 
the infernall and inteſtuous enemies of our ſaluation ; | 
and ſhould they beelike © Goharbs ſword, wrapt ina 
cloth behind the Ephod 2 What meant golden.mon.. | 
| thedf (bry/offoms:, folcriouſly, fo fincerely,ſo frequent- | 
ly, to call vpon his people to get them B:bles, toreade 
them, to examine that they heare by them, if Tranfla. 
tions were not permitted to them? Whar meant St. 
$ Luſtin to lay, That the Scripture is pred farre and | 


ane by meanes of the dixers Languages, Whereinto ut is | 

tran/lated, if it was notthusto be made knowneto all | 

Nationstor their <ternall good and {aluation? 
Ob:e&. 1 will not belecue, that you can make it 


{<lcare out ofancient Records, that the Scriptures haue 


beenc ancicntly tranflared, This fauours too 


i _ of 
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of hereticall praulty, OO Roh do nt ogty ec ky 
.  Anſw.--1fyou thinke me ouer-lauiſhly to ouer-laſh 
in this aſſertion, I will report me to Saint (bry/oftome 
! and T heedoret, both which lined more then 1 2 00, 
| yeares ſince, The * former of theſc in his firſt Homilic 
| vpon /ohn, mentioneth innumerable Tranſlations, as 
| the Perſian,the Syrian, the 7ndian, the ,AEthiopiar, the 
Egyptian, with very many others. The » other of them 


| auoucheth very generally, That the Bible was rmrned 


intoall Languages vſcd in the world, «Armenian, Sar- 
matian, Scythian, and into ali theother. Didnot< Pro. 
lomens Philadelphus, that Noble Ez yptian King, who 
builded that itluſtrious Library at eLlexandria, cauſe 
the Law to be tranſlated into Grecke, by thoſe ſeuenty 
; two Interpreters, three hundred yeeres before Chriſts 
| alutiferous incarnation? He thus ſpeakes in his Let- 


{ ters to Eleazer, of the Hebrew Bible vntranſlated, 


4 Otoruipe 3B napuupire, x, 7 yNG knpperropuiinm T1 dphare os du 
porvegts; What profit redounds unto vs by a treaſure concea- 
led,or a fountaine ſealtd vp?< Secrates teports,that Viphs. 
las, a certain Biſhop of the Gotbs, tranſlated the diuine 
Scriptures into the Lengueye of the Gorbs, not lopgaf- 
ter their conuerſion to Chriſttanity vnder Yalens. St. 
(bryſoftome tranſlated the Scriptures for the Armenians, 
faith Sixtus Senenſis. g Dalmatica lingua ſacros hibros 
| Hierenymum vertifſe conſtat, ſaith Hoſins = It is manifeſt 
that S. Hierome tranſlated the Scriprares into the Sciauo. 


Heſius, ' otherwiſe breathing nothing but vnlinuted 
blaſphemicsagainſt the bleſſed Bible, that ferom trarſ- 
ferd the Scriptures into his owne-natine Dialect; for Dal- 


| matia, otherwiſe called 7{iria or Sclayonia, Was Saing 


| Zeromes Natiue Countrey. OB Ro Wt? 
* The Rhemiſts themfelues, thoſe Arch-Panders of the 


Whore of Babylor, are forced, to-confefle, tharmore 


then three hundred. yeares ag0c, the frabans, 'wtotiwe 
| | : e Hd Of, CMC Inder 


| 


—_—— 
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| bares pbiloſopha= 
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Þ Theodo.de cu- 
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l.5.Hcoratci ves 
ro labri, Exc: fe-. 
melq; wi dicam, 
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diem nationes v- 
luntuy, , 
© Ioſephs, 
v Fpiph, lib. de 
menſ. & '- 
, ee or 
Eccleſ.l.4. 0.33» 
vt Berbar diſc e- 
rent ac mitellige- 


nian Lenguage, Where note from the foule mourh of: 


rent Te ©:14 | 
A3ze, E 
E Sixmes Senenf. | 

Bibboth, kb.9; | 
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ſacro vernacu/t | 
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« Lambert. 
| Mant.apud Fox, 
Martjrolog. p, 
LILi6, 


Þ Fox, Mart. þ, 
115, Col, 2. 

© Beda Ecclef, 
bift.gext. Angl. 
Ub.x. cap.L, 


« Chimerys ob- 
teftt tencbrs. 
Prudes. 


Poſſeunus, Bibl. 
ſelefi.l..cap.ro. 


T2 24 | or, | 
|ynder the Popes owne noſe, had the Bible tranſlared ; 


| 


| feele & grope thoſe for 


andthe Fnench-men aboue two hundred yeares ſince. 
To comeneerer home, here in England many yeeres a- 
go® King Alured, the fourth Sonne of - Echelwholphwe, 
tranſlated the Pſalter, a Copic whereof was found in 
(rowland Abbey, called Saint Guthlakes Plalter. Vene..; 
rable Bede, our learned Countrey-man, who himſclfe 
b tranſlated Saint Johns Goſpell , c ſheweth that this 


Engliſh Nation hath anciently had the holy Scriptures 
in all the Languages thereof. As we went before ma- 
ny Countries in outward bleſsings, ſo wee ſee that the 
Lord would not ſuffer ys to come behindethem in in. 
ward benefits; nor ſhall our Goſhen euer bee eclipſed 
with the d (imerian ſhades of Popiſh pitchy darke. 
neſſe, maugre the meagre ſhapes of (himerian icaloulic, 
ſo long as that late Tranſlation of the Bible, out of the 
Originall Languages, into the Engliſh tongue, by hs 

Maieſties ſpeciall chargeand charges, ſhall remaine a. 
monegſt vs, as that Starre that conduQted the wiſe-men 
to Chriſt, the wiſdome of the Father. Ofthis give me 
leaue to ſay withthoſe moſt Reuerend & very worthy 
Tranſlators thereof, T hat there are mfinite arguments of 
his e Maiefties right Chriſtian and religious affettion to- 
Ward the Church of God; but none 1s more forcible ts de. 


of the accompliſhing and publiſhing of that worke. OF 


clare it teothers, then the vehement and perpetuated deſire | 


which 1 may ſpeake more truely then Poſfexin of his 
vulgar,lr ftandeth as the hanen,Whereunto we muſt betake 
our ſelues, from the waues of ſo many different Tranſlatie 
on:, Aglaſſe itisto the blind eyes of our Engliſh Ro. 
maniſts, ifthere be any glimpſe of light vnput out in 
them, For as for theirvulgar Lartine,verily his eyes be 
very dim,that cannot ſce;his noſe ful-ſtuft, that cannot 
ſmell; and his fingers notoriouſly numbe, that cannot 
gerics,thoſe falfificationsfarſed 


init, they being ſoocular, ſo vnfauory, ſogrolle & pal- 
_— ns ©" 


b 


— 


A 


| Fathers of the Church, and demand we of them, whe- 


An Enqulrie after Veritie. 


Sect. 6. | 


l. The Laitie muſt reade' the Scriptures. 2, The 
Pope prohibits them. 3. He is the Beaſt butchering 
the two Witneſſes. 4. Women permitted the Scrip- 
Fares. 


— 


Ay people muſt reade the Scriptures, For this was 
Chrilts precept , Search the Scriptures, Tohn 


5. 39. and rhe Chriſtians pratice, Thc 
ſearched them daily, Aits 17.11. Deſcend wee to the 


' | how S*.(bryſoFome aduiſcth his people Þ diligently to 


AYR HB. 24 T8. 


ther they will be pleaſed to {ufter their ® naturall ſonnes 
according to the common faith, to reade the Word 
tranſlated into their mothers Tongue. And heare firft 


attend thereading ofthe diuine Scripture; yea,at home 
alſo to take the holy Bible into their hands ; wasit he. 


Concluſcon 
\S 


aTit.I 4 


b Diuine Scriptu 
r# leflioners dilt- 
gneter auſcultetia; 


reſie in his dayes to haue a Bible in their houſes, when 
they were allowed to haue them in their hands ? For 
breuities ſake I purpoſely omit many pregnant proofes 
out of this ancient Father, asthat Hom. 2. in, ath, 


> AS bt | "OE" oF 


that, Hom. 3.de La} ar.that, in Proem, Epift .cd Rom, & 
| that, Hom. 9. # (olof. where hee exhorts his Hearers 
 toget them Bibles,or at the leaſt, the New Teſtament, 
|  Theedorer reports with exceeding ioyfulnes, that in 
| his time the Scriptures were knowne and vaderſtood, 
' not onely by ſuch as were Teachers inthe Church, but 
| euen of all kind of Artificers : yea,ſaithhee, © Ton may 
finde among vs, Ditchers, and Neat-heards, and Wood- 
ſetters, diiputing of the Duuine T1intie,c+ of the (reati- 
on of all things, Werethis holy Father liuing, he would 


; Siue the checke and the lye to that diſſolute ſon, who 
| E audaci- 


Dom Dinina 
Biblia in mans, 
ſumite, Chryſol. 
hom. 29, In Caps 
9. Genef. 


© Foſſores9, adeo 
46 bubulces mue« 
mas,Paiariig, c- 
ſtores, de Dini- 
na Trinuate, ve- 
Yum. g, emma 

crentione diſcer- 
rantes,Fheod. De 
Curand, Grecor, 


afſe8. lib, 5 
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Lib. 5. Decyct.s. 
lacob, De Graff. 
derif. 1.4. c: 23. 
Nanar, Manu. 
cap. 11, 

Orgen. bom.12. 
n Exod, 
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audacioully aftirmes withour all front, That hee knew | 
certainely certaine men to be poſſeſſed of a 'Dinell, becauſe ' 
being but Husband-men, they were able to diſcourſe of the 
Dinine Scriprures. And what would he ſay,do you ſup.. 
poſe, ſhould he ſee the Pope with his ?g-rs farurs, bur. 
ning ſuch Bookes of Scripture as the people vnderſtand 
in their vulgar rongue?would he not impearle his cheeks 
with a continuall ſourſe of diſtilling reares, to ſee this 
Succeflor of Simon £ M9 45,cxcommunicating the Lai- 
tie, be they nener ſo learncd, that diſpute in a point of ' 
Faith ? Surely his gricte, like toa ſwelling Tide, would ' 
ouer-flowe the Bankes; neither would his mone ad- | 
mit of any methad. | 
O rigen in his 1 2, Homulice vpon Exodus, bitterly in- | 
ueighsecuen againſt the brutiſh vulgar for that at home | 
they did not meditate vponthe Scriptures Andin his ! 
ſccond Homilie vpon Ef«y, hee heartily wiſheth, thar 
not only the Reuercnd Miniſters, & Religious Monks: 


| from the higheſt ro the loweſt, woul | frequently bee | 
conuctſant inthe written Word of God, | 
Not toaffe& prolixitic in the accumulating of anci-. 
ent Teſtimonies, let me leade you by the hand, to ſome | 
| remarkable examples ofthe renowned Worthies, flou- | 
riſhing as prime flowres ib- the Prumitiue Church ; | 
who being Lampes to rhe {cucrall ages wherein they | 
lived, may yecld likewiſe ſome light and luſtre tothoſe, | 
| who doe {till continue and remaine in darknes. A la- 
| bour not unreaſonable, if at leaitany intend to reforme | 
' their obſtingcie : nor is ir v#ſeaſon:ble, ſceing it may | 
| ſcrue to confirme our preſent opinion. | 
The Lord by oe Starre directed the three Wile-men | 

| fromthe Eaſt, comming to worſhip that Starre of Ja- | 
' cob - but he hath dire&ed cuery one of vs to the reading. 
of the Scriptures by three Starres, all ofrhem now fixt-; 


by his glorious goodnes inthe Firmament of Heauen. . 


ys 


| 


þ #6 Hap--+ | 


would ſearch the Scriptures - but that all the Taitic, ! . 


At”. 


— 
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1. Happie T :mothie, even herein happic, T hat -_ 
ON krowne the hely Scriptures of a (hid. 2. Tim. 3. 
| 2, * Euſebiuſhewethvs,that Origen was from his 
Cradle taught the Scriptures, and cauſed dayly to com- 
mit ſome part of them to memorie,which he alſo faith- 
fully recited. So carefull was his Father Leon:des, that 
bleſſed Matyr, ſcaſonably thus to ſeaſon that Þ holy 
Veſlell of the SanQuarie, | | 
3- S*.< Bafill was cucnnurſt vp in this ſacred Lite- 
rature, & educated in the ſecrer Myſteries of Religion. 
4 Did not XMacrine his Nurſe teach him the Scriptures 
of a childe ? 
To theſe might I adde that Cloud of Witneſſes, af 
{embled in the firſt Councell of Nice, confiſting of * 
; three hundred and eighteene Biſhops, all of them de- 
| Crecing,T hat ns (briftian ſhould be without a Bible, The(e 
{ filuer Triipetsof the Tabernacle,calling mt to the ſtudy 
of the Scriptures, were not linkt inthe league of opin1. 
| on with thoſe chu:liſh Cucres, and curriſh Miſcreants 
; ſent out from Cerberus ; * who impiouſly, andno leſlz 
| 1mpudently auerre, T hat they thinks verily it Was the 
, Denels inuention to permit the People to reade the Bible. 
; Wicked miſcreants , belcht out from the botomleſle| 
| Abyfle of hell ,when were you of that black princes pri- 
 ute-councell, that thus you haue learn'd to vent your 
; Gall, and ſteepe your tongues in Venome? Now then, 
' good Chriſtianstell me, all paſsion and parrialitic laid 
| ade; all fiding, all faRion- and affe&ion pur apart, 
whether this be notto cry alarum, and bid bartell and 
defiance againſtthe Truth it ſelfe > Whether this bee 
not todiſtrefſe,and as much as inthem lyeth, to extir- 
pate and exterminatethe Goſpell from among the peo- 
| Ple? Ina word, whether this be not to exploir all the} 
Feates, to play all the Pranks and Caſts of that macrh- 


| 


— 


—— 


Icfſe Villaine Machiauil, andall ro explode the peoples| 


E 2 


plod- | 


In diuinis Sevip- 
tis adbuc puey ex- 
Ercitatus. == AC 
quotidie certum 
quid,qued ed ciſ- 
ſet ac recitaret ex- 
egerat, Euſeb, 
Hiſt, Eccleſ. I. 6. 
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b 1 bold bizs 10 
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not ſainted bim. 
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beeauſe = 
wholly theirs, hee 


is not in their Ca- þ 


lender. 


numerus Epiſco- þ 
porum Congrega- þ, 


torum, decem et 
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10% Theodoret. 


Eiftor, Zccleſe 1, 
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Tradit, 


© Baſd. Epiſt.75. | 
ad Neocef. 
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(a) Gen: 49. 6. 
d Mart. Pereſi- 
us, de Tradit. 
part, 2. aſſert. 3. 
© Hoſius de ſacr. 
vernas. legend. 
pag- 162, Alfon- 
ſres Caſirenſ.” de 
punit, haret.l.;. 
Cap. 6, ait Scrip- 
turarum tranſl:- 
tionem in lingua 
Wilzarem eje 
cauſan emmum 
hereſ. 

Bc/arm, de Ver- 
bo Dei, l.2..15. 
Kher, prafac. 

* Whoſe name 
did ret before bi» 
Corps, 

* Againſt the Or- 
der of Pius 5. & 
tbe Corncell of 
| Trent. Jndex lib. 
grohib,regul 4. 
| * For is not 
the a notor1- 
ous Stzumper, 
who puts out 
the Candle 
that diſcouers 


her > | ſhapen births ot herthe notorious * Whore of Baby- | 
| ]Revel 17-1. f_ 


| ploiding on the Scriptures, as ſcurralouſly they tearme 
1t?-were it not for defiling my Pen, and blotting my 
Papcr ; were it not for offending your Chriſtian cares, 
L would fearce and ſearch this their dangerous and di- 
uelliſh DoArine ; yea, I would ſift and boult this their 
brain-ſicke dotage to the very branne. Mult it not needs 
be a holy Proceſsion, where ſuch as theſe carrie the ! 
| Croſle ? A hcauenly Hierarchie, where ſuch Regents, | 
ſo bankerupr of the true Feare of God, ſo deſtitute of| 
common honeſtie among men, raigne and rule the | 
roaſt ; raile and reuile the Hot of the God of HoFts ,! 
for beeing expert at their ſpirituall weapon? ® Into, 
their ſecretslet not my ſoule come; my glory, bee not 
thou ioyned withtheir aflemblics. S 
Obrett.This Poſition doth paue a way to that dange- 
rous opinion of the Caluiniits, promiſcuouſly permit. 
ting their people to reade the £cripture- What, Þ ſhall! 
no bounds bee ſet topopular, rude, and carnall men >| 
<This prophanatton of. the Scriptures, rather ther. | ' 
tranſlation, isa Principall cauſe to increaſe heretic, an. | 
precipitate the headlong furie of all/vulgar mindes. | 
And therefore, neuer ſufficiently to be admired, neucr | 
ſuftciently ro be comended , was that vertuous & tru. 
| ly Catholicke miſ-truſt of Pope (lement the cighth, | 
* whoſe memorie for this ſhal cuer live in the minds of 
men. Hee vniverſally prohibiting the Reading of the | 
Scriptures, * rooke away the power of granting any | 
ſuch Licences,as might herein preiudice the ſacred {cle 
ed Scaof Rome. | 
| eAnſw. It istruc indeed, that the ChurchofRome, 
to her eternall obloquie, hath long forbidden the Laity 
to reade theScriptures ; .and (which might moſt-in- 
creaſe invs a mazing wonder) hath labored to reſtraine 
and reprefle with fireand ſword, all ſuchvſe of them as 
might deteRQ and bringtolight, the monſtrous & miſ- 


lon «., 


| Lox. They would haue their Laity ſleepe-in the land 


- 
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ofobliuion,notEpimnides his {lumber,who is fabled to 
| have tooke a nap of ſcuenty fiue yeares long; but Er 
| dimions (leepe,who neuer wakened.. Wo bee to thoſe 
| drowlie ſluggards, Qui claudunt feneſtram contra ſolem, 
' vt quietius dormiant intenebris ; who ſhut the window, 
| leaſt the radiant trefſes of the Sun ſhould trouble them 
{ in their leepe. They hane. taken away the key of 
knowledge, they entred not in themſelues , and them 


| that would come in,they forbade, As for your ncuer. 


| ſufficiently to bee diſpraiſed, your neuer-ſufficiently to 
; be condemned Caytifte, Pope (lement the eighth, who 
| lined toſce his good name buried before him, and fol- 
| towed it to the funerall, of him I will ay no more, bur 
| compare him to his patterne e{ntiochus, 1. Aactab. 
| 1. 59,60. dcfiring the patient and impartiall Reader, 
to carry the compariſon along with him tothe place, 
and ſee how they ſympathize together : for all the wa. 
ter fn T 3bey will not ſerue, to waſh him from the at- 


_ {taint of the ſameſuſpicion. But to leaue this high Pin. 


nacle of that vnhallowed Temple, let vs returne tothe 
whole Romiſh Synagogue. D1d not the Blacke Prince 
of this world, Hels malignant Monarch , maruailoufly 
{ vaile & blind theireyes, they could not chooſe but ſee, 
into what an endlefle , and caſclefle Labarynth, they 
' leade the Laitic, They cannot bee ignorant of that 
| which Chriſt ſayes to the Sadduces, Hat. 22.29. 
| T hat they therefore erre, becauſe they knoW not the Scrip- 
| tures. They cannot bee ignorant, that Þ Chrilt makes 
| :gnorance the cauſe of that fo horribleafinne, whereby 
the /ewes laid violent hands vpon him their Saujour. 
They cannot be ignorant, that the ſame our blefled Sa- 


| uiour,> makes 1gnorancethe Originall of that ſohorri.. 


ble negle& in the < woman of Samara. All this they 
cannot but know, and yer doe they labour 40 put oux 
their Sam/ons eyes, that ſo they might cauſe them to 


| 


E 3 — grinde' 
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I omit Chriſts |. 
allcadging of 
Scripture,in 
thoſe conflits 
& bickerings 
with the duel, 
Mar. 4. Luk. 4. 
bd Luk. 23. 34+ 
© loh. 4. 10+ 
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Search the Scriptures : or, 


® Caca obedien- 
tia. 


| 


> loſh- 10,1 8. 


*Reh. 11. 7. 


© Reu, 11.3. 


grinde inthe Mill of their a Mole-like obedience, Yea, 
Pope after Popes, ſpring-headed Hyara's that they are, 
prouing their Succeſsion to bee that Beaſt in the Rewe- 
lation, like fierce Lyons, chaf'tto ſeeke reuenge, chaſe 
the poore people into the Caues of obſcurity;and with 
[oſhua haning commanded to roule great ſtones vpon 


| the mouthes of the Caues,make cuen Kings themſclues 


tolurke like wilde-beaſts, in the loathſome dens of ig- 
norance, This their ſucceſsion the is that Beeft which 
flew thoſe two *Witrneſſes, Re,11.7,By whichtwo wit. 
nefies, wenot vnfitly vaderſtand the two Teſtaments, 
the Old and the New. Gods giuing power vntothe, 
is the authorizing ofthem. Their prophecying cloaathed 
in ſackcloth, implyes that they are not in their due ap- 
parell, but obſcured, and diſguiſed, as is the greateſt 


{ Prince or Potentate clad in ſacke-clo: h. Now they are 


obſcured two waies. 1.by theirfalſe & glozing interpre.. 
tations, and coloured Glofles. Suchas were the Glof: 
of Orleans, Hugode St.Charo, and Petre (omettor ; by 
which they were asa claſped book, euen to theſimpler 
{ort of their Cleargie, And indeed, had it not beene for 
theſe and ſuchlike, they had nothad one Commentarts 
vpon the Bible, for the ſpace of duers hundred yeares. 
For, their Seraphicall, Angelicall, * and Cherubinical] 
DoRors ; their Scntentiaries, their Summitts, their 
Quodlibetaries,thoſe ſchooP'd «Athenians the School. 
men, ſetting aſide the Scriptures, buſied themſclues in 
their Speculations, intheir Queſtions vpon Peter Lom- 


Sentences; and vpon T homas eAquinas, their later 
Maſter, yet greatly in requeſt, Secondly , theſe rwe 
{ Teſtaments or witneſſes are obſtinately obſcured , in 
that they are hidden from the vulgar, permutted them 
onely in the vulgar Latine. 

} Now when it is ſayd, T hat when they haut finiſhed 


= he 


bard, once Biſhop of Pars, the ancient Maſter of the | 


* 


| 
| 


| 


[choir T eſtimonie , the Beaſt ſhall make Warre agoinf 
es 


| 
| 
| 
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| them, and ſhall euercome and kill thews, is meant, that 
; when they be completely writter-our,and their Teſti. 
; monie authorized z after the primitiue Church hath 
| receiued, admitted, and confirmed them in the firſt 
| X Nicene Councill, euen from thattime ſhall the Anti. 


| bing a vertuous woman, ſaith, Thar ſhee openeth her 


| chriſtian Monarch ſtriue againſt them, labouring tode. 
priue them of their lively ſenſe and meaning. I might 
here ſhew you, further and ampler Analogie, betwixr 


may fee an agreement in their number : They are two 
witneſſes 1 ſo there bee :wo Teltaments, Secondly, in 
their Name ; For in the Language wherein they haue 
beene vſed ſo much theſe 1 2 oo. yeares, the Teſta. 
ments be called T eftamenta, of the word T e#t15, which 


| are they which teftifie or witneſſe of me, 
| --Ob:efF, Yet in thegrofle and ſcope of mine opinion, 


| jeis vnſir that * women, at the leaſt ſhould mindethe j 


Scriptures. For haue they not huſwiferie at. home ? 
haue they nota calling totend vpon-? 

Anſw. If you will not fortifie your cares againſt the 
truth, T willina word ſhew you the Papal and palpa- 
| ble grofſeneſle of Cardinall Hoſius his blaſphemie, for 
; that is it which ſo ſecretly you-inſinuate. Þ He irrene- 
| rently, irreligiouſly,and ſacrilegeoufly afhirmerh, T hat 
a Diitaffe is fitter for a Woman then the Bible, 

1, Diſcreet Bathſheba,the mother of Salemon,deſcri- 


mouth with wiſedome,and the law of Grace is tn her tongue, 
Prou. 31,26. Shee ſayth morcouer, That her (andle 
75 xot put ont by night, Pro, 31.18. This light Clemens 
Alexandrinus gnderitandeth to be the heart, calling, 
9% A MHov ADH, ano1pi7 85 AtMper, the meditations of the 


theſe two Witneſſes and the two T eftaments.. Firſt, you | 


ſignifies a Witreſſe, as being Witneſſes of Gods Will :.| 
| | According to that ofour Sauiour, oh. 5. 39. Search | 
| the Scriptures, Kel #uchaciny of papropiru feed, for they. 


* An.Dom. 322; 


—_ 


; ® Profavatio * 
| hec Scripte vt 
| Tr1Hs ua 

' Tranſlatio, non | 
ſolum 3onarios, 
baiulos,piſtares, . 
faitores, ſutores ; - 
verumetiam 7o0- | 
narias, fartrices, 
ſutrices facit no> 
Prophetiſſas, 
Doftrices. Hofous 
in lib. deſacro 
vernacule legedos 
d Hoſes de ex- 
preſſo verbo Dez. | 


| 


| Saints, vpow Gods.ſacred Oracles,( andles that neuer got 
out . | | 
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Search the Scriptures ; or, 


| - 


d Hieron.epiſt, 
ad Enſtochium, 
hortatuy cam ad 


nemScripturarll 
Sic & Celemtia, 
que fult Mates- | 
fan ul as, berta- 
thr vt Precipua 
thus cura (it, 
Diuinam legen 
cogne/cere. 

© Hieron.epift, 
ad Celantiam, 
4 Hiero. in E- 


pitaph.Paule. 


\ 


. 2. Nazanten giues this remarkable report of his 
| PIT, org. Siſter Gorgonia, namely, T hat fhe Was Well learned, 


3. Saint Hierome, a Father, and that not one of an | 
inferiour Orbe, the Papiſts themſclues ſuppoſe him to 
march in equipage of honour with the belt, yet could 
not he indure,that thegraue Matrons of his time,ſhould 
live vnder the Tyranny of Egyprian ignorance, 

1. How would hee encourage his Þ Exfteching, his 
Saluina ? Doth hee not aſcertaine his now-celeſtiall 
Celantia, that the beſt courſe of her life, was to be con. 
tinually conuerſant.in the holy Scriptures? yet was ſhe 
a mother ofa family. < Sint ergo Dinine Scripture ſem. 
per in manibus tuis,  ingiter mente poluantur, [ayth he: 
Let therefore the Bookes of holy Writ bee exer inthy hand, 
ener in thy mand. #4 

2. Why doth* he ſocommend his Paula,that religious 
Gentle-woman, forſetting her Maydes to Learne the 
Scriptures, but to leauc herasa memoriall & example, | 
for perſons of her ranke to imitate? | 

Ifany reply with Bel/armine, That not onely Par/: | 
the Mother, but Eufochium alſo the Daughter , had | 
tongues enow to vnderſtand the Latine, Grecke, and | 
Hebrew Edition of the Bibl: : I mult tell him out of 
the ſame <'Saint Jerome, That not onely Exjtochiny, | 


— — —— 


© Nonlicchat 
cuiquam ſororum 
ienorarve Pſal- 
105,07 non quo- 
! 23d1e aliquid de © 
| Scripturis ſanflis 


; Aiſcere : Hier, in | 


i Epilaph.Paule, 


© Hier. ad Gan 
' dentin, 


but her other ſiſters alſo, who were not ſo well lettered, 
| were commanded by their Mother P.mla, dayly to | 
' commit to memorie, ſomes portion of the holy Scrip- | 
ture. Gl 
3. See how he would ſigh, and ſorrow for to ſee, 
that but euen a Childe,a Damoſcll of ſeuen yeares ol4, | 
ſhould thus fit amonglit theſe Cymmerian ſhades of ſu. | 
perſtitiousignorance : f Cimm autom virguaculam rh. | 
dem + edentulam ſeptimus 4tatis anitus exceperit G& Capes | 
rit erubeſcere, -- diſcat mcmoriter P ſaltergm; & v/q; ad | 


\ 


annos pubertatis, libros Salomonis, Euangelia, «7 poſtolos, | 
& Prophetas,ſu cordis.theſaurum faciat : When the r F 9 
X ; | ES, _ - 
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] And till ſhe be marriageable, let hermaks the Bookes of ,Sa- 
| lomon, the Gospels, ApoFtes and Prophets, the very trea- 
] ſure of ber heart. 

1 Nordoe I peremptotily, or pertinaciouſly auouch, 
| that this malignant contumelie wasneuer heard of till 
1 Hoſius, who was blt a man of yeſterday , forhee was 
] preſident in the late Couenticle of Trent .No,for it was 
1 as a Cyrill reports, the reproach that lie» layd vpon 
{ the Chriſtians, T hat their women Were medalers with the 
| Scriptures, Out of this impure puddle, did Hoſis and 
| his adherents, pumpe-vpthis ſo ſowre and vnſauor) 
liquour. 


SECT. 7; 


' 1 1. The Scriptures not obſcure in themſelues. 2. To 
vs they are by accident. 3.T hey are difficult, but 
not all, not to all, not alwayes. 4. The conclaſion 


| ———— 


; | \ FH E HolyScriptures are not ambiguous, and per- 


plexe in themſelues, but of rhemſelues perſpicuous, 
and ſufficiently plaine, to explaine, and determine 
all points of Faith. The Ieſuites, ſenting and cenſuring 
this concluſion, as ouer-rankly ſmelling of Luthera. 
niſme; and withall ſeeing it to giue a flat Baſtonado, a 
| deadly blow,to that common herefic of the now-Ro. 
man Church, making the matter ofthe Scriptures ge" 
/caritie, ſo dangerous, thus argue againſt it by way 
| Appeale. 


ment 


with exhortation, | 


| Obie. You cannot, without a manifeſt impeach-| 
E 


} ſhall be ſexen yeares old, beginmng to dye her cheekes with , 
a modeſt bluſh, then let bs rors. rg Pſalmes by heart : | 


1 


| 


| 


2 Cyril, Alex. 
lth.6.cont lular. 


Concluſton 
VII. | 
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(a)Hofus bb.z, 
cearuthoritate 
Eccleſ.cy Script. 
contr,Brentiu, 
Eckiue Enchinid, 
a loc.g. cenſores 
Colonienſes contr. 
Monhemium. 
Andrad, lib .1.- 
Orthod. explicat. 
Lindanus pa- 
nopl.Lb.z cap 6. 
Stapleton.lib.xo. 
6. 2, Khemen ſes, 
Annotat. int. 
Pet. 3.16. 

* ASecrpent 
killing with 
his breath, & 
fight. Plin.Nat, 
hi. lb.8. c. 21. 
» 2. Cor. 3.15. 
Ex hoc Teft:mo- 
'0 Pauli, Luthe- 
7145 refliffome 


John 10. 27. 
Pal. 119: 


| 


colligjt,obſearitatews ſcxipture prourmre, nonex 1erum ipſarum d-fficultate, ſed ex mſtya cecitate. 
Vide Hieron. Comment. m Exech. 44. Sce for the Seriprures perſpicuitte, theſe 
enſuing Scriprares. Deut, 30.11, Plal. 19. 9. Proucib. 6 22, Mar, 5, 14, 
2. Per. 1.19. 2.Cor. 4,3 Eſa 29-11, withReu 5. 


Vide: Ambro, Sern. 14. in Pſal. 119. * ws AUyyw paivern 6v ary punps 
77g, 2. Pet. I. 19. ; 
ticoy. þ. 2:5. Nul{nseft in verbo Cimmerttts. . 


ment of your iudgement, but confeſle, that the Scrip. 
ture is a very Chaos of obſuritie,ſoſhadowed withthe 
clouds of ambiguity, that they ſurpaſle the ſhallow ca. 
pacitie ofthe vulgar people. 
eArſw,. 1 cannot but confeſſe, that the pernicious 
vncatholike a Catholickes of our dayes, hauing dipr 
their Phariſaicall and parafiticall tongues in Lethes in. 
fernall Lake, and ripr their pennes with the balcfull 
and banefall poyſon ofthe * Baſiliske,haue moſt lamen- 
tably, and miſerably captiued & enthtal'd their indge- 
ment, no lcfle virulently then violently cenfaring the 
Scripture as though it were altogether clonded and 
ſhrouded in obſcuriric ; as tho a perpetuall veile was 
eucr layd ouer it. Whereas when wee vnderſtand it 
not, the yeile is not drawn ouer it but ouer our hearts, 
b2.(r.,3.15. It being as Daud aff:rmes, © a Lan-. 
terne to QUT feet; not adarke Lanterne, buta light vnto 
our paths, Pſal. 119.105. Which1isnot to bee vynder..; 
ſtood onely of the preceps contained in the Scriptures, 
butofthe whole Word of God, as S. «Auſtin doth ex. 
pound it ; * Quod ait lucerna pedibas verbum tum, 
verbum eft quod Scripturis omnibus ſantFis continetur, 
The whole Word being as *© St. Peter auerres, # /rght | 
ſhining im a darke place, 2. Pet.1.19,It being as (lemers 
Alexandrinus auoucheth, * ga; xu'ryy, A common light | 


Jer.'31. 34. Luk, 8.10. 


1. Cor. 2. 16, © Pſal. 119, 105. © Auguſtin, Concion. 23, in 


f 00; br xot'vor, GHAZþTes mui, Clemens Alexandr, Protvep - 


that 


| Scriptures o>{curity ? 


'ſerued many millions, that thus dare not ſteere away 
; their Alcinoan dayes in this reſtleſle ſea of wretched 


—_ 


that ſhineth toal. For asſaithS. Auſtin, 3 T he Scriptures 
are lighted vp to be our candle in this World,that we walks 
not in darkeneſſe. Yea, the Prophets and Apoſtles , ſaith 
St. Þ (hryſoſtom, made their Writings enident to all men, 
ſo that enery man , Nixry warvuiay mma, of bimſelfe 
by reading them, might learne the things therein ſpoken. 
The< T oletan Councill deemed not the Scripturesto be 
ſodifficulr, when they ſtraitly enioyned the reading & 
preaching of the epecalyps to the People : which 
booke is {o inuolued in obſcurity, that cuen at this day 
ſome reformed Churches forbeare the very reading of 
the ſame. 

Obzeft. Why are you thus execrably tart andſpleenfull 
againſt the poore Catholickes, eſpccially ſeeing many 
amongſt you, cuen thoſethat are more then molt rcli- 
| gious, haue beene altogether dercrd from imploying 
their time in reading the Scripture , by reaſon of the 


Anſvw, True it is, ( thrice.miſerable the times in 
which we may ſay it is true ) that many, by reaſon of 
| the difficulty of the holy Scriptures, doe much negle& 
| them, and (can I ſpeake without brackiſh and brinie 
| teares? )doe altogether giue ouer the ſtudy of them, 
| crying with Salomons ſluggard, Theres a Lyon in the 
' way, there is a Lyon im the Way. But the Lord hath re. 


negligence. Tho with * elphonſus they are not ſo 
happy as to reade the Bible foureteenc times ouer. 
Or with that worthy Emperour * T heodoſius, ſo wor- 
thy, asto write oner the New Teſtament with their 
owne hands : yet with (3c:lia, they carry alwayes the 
Goſpell of Chriſt intheir breaſts, and thinke that day 


Scriptures. They are imbarqued for no ſhort voyage, 


ES an Enquiric after Veritie. | 35 


loſt, whereinſome time isnor taken vp in ſtudy of the | 


* Auguſlinus 
raft.z 5 in loay, 


» Chryſoſt.Hom, 


3-de Laxaro, 


© Dui Apoca- 
lypſin Ioannis 2 
paſcha vſq, ad 
Pentecoften,Mife 
ſarum tempore in 
Ecclefia non pre « 
dicauerit,excom- 
muncations ſen- 
tcnttam habebit. 
Coacil.Toletang. 
£4Þ.16, 


Prou, 26. 13+ 


* King of 
Spaine and 
Naples. 

* Theodeſia 2. 


they know they muſt paſſe the Magellan ſtraits, They 
x F 2 are 
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| & ſententtarum 


| verbo Det, ib. 3» 


\, | pugnat enim fine 
; Alxerſario. 


Search the Scriptures: or, 
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(a) Gab 2. 9. 
b Multa Scrip- 
ture loca obſcura 
eſſe fatetur, mul- 
2a eſſe verborum 


inuolucra: De 
Luther o, Whitd- 
kerus, de Script. 
perſpicuiate,c.1 >. 
6 Bellarmi.ce 


Cap. 1. 

« Hec Bel.vmi- 
#1 teftin.00'4 0- 

' mitt poſſent,. 

| quia nec inf11n- 
| guntgnce attin git 
' Cauſam noſtram ; 


MLeE [ 


| and diſplaying the obſcurity of the Sctipture, Yea, 


| me your liſtening and attentiuc cares, andI will plain... 


arenot ignorant, that the Lord willnot be their P:lor, 
except the Word bee their (ompaſſe; and therefore 
ſale rhey in this T rades-increaſe, as x Aerchants-Royal 
for this gold of Ophir. Neither doth the difficulty of 
holy Writ ſo daunt and difmay them, that they ſhould. 
altogether ſlacke or abate their paines, bur rather dorh 
it whet their diligence, andenf:ame their deſire to-be- 
come menexpert, and of ripe age, in theſe fecret and 
hidden myſteries. 

Obie. But toomit the popularity of this opinion, 
many of your Miniſters, and they of good note, which 
are counted to be pilJars,as St. a Pau! ſpeakes of lames, 
7obn and Cephas , euen b they are heralds in blazing, 


eight of the Ancient Fathers are cired by c Cardinall 
Bellarmine, and excited to ſhew the duskiſh obſcuritie 


Pn ONS 


of the Scriptures ; Namely, d frenexs, lib,'z. cont. ha- 


11.Cap. 9, (hry/. hom. 40. in Joan. 5. eAmbroſ. E- 
Plit. 44. ad Conſtantium Epiſcopum. Hieronym. Epilt.. 
:d Paulinum. & prefat. Comment. ſuorum in Epiſt, ad E 
ph'f. > Epiſt.ad Aigaſiom. quaſt 8. Auguſtin. de do. 
Chriſt. 1, 2.c. 6. & Confelſ. 1. 1 2.c. 14 & Epiſt. 3. ad. 
Uoluſian. & Epilt. 119. cap, 21. Gregor, hom, 6, in: 
Ezechicl. 


reſ. cap. 47. Origen, hom. 12. in Exed. Ruffinus, lib. | 


— 


Arnſiv, They are fo: yet ifthe exe of your reaſon be. 
notdimm'd with the miſt of paſsion, you may eaſily 
percelue, that this doth not impaire their reputation, 
or lay their honour inthe duſt. For do bur a litttle lend 


ly manifeſt vnto-you he truth, touching the Scriprures 
perſpicuitte andobſcurity.. 
Firſt, The Scriptures are difficult, but not all. 


\ Secondly, The Scripturesare difficulr,but not co all. 


** Thirdly, The Scriptures are difficult , but not al-. 


Watts. 
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to point at them,then in any point to dwel ypon them. 

I. The Scriptures are * defficxlt, but fo, that exerie 
part of them is not inuolued in obſcuritie; For, in the 
doarinall Foundation of Fa:th and e Hanners they are 
molt plaine and eafie. Þ S*, «Auf ſpeakeslikeanhe- 
reticall Calxinif?, (as the Papiſts account Herefie- ) 
N on tanta in Scripturis difſicultat# peruenitur ad ea, que 
neceſiaria ſnnt ſaluti: Not With ſo great difficulrie m the 
Scriptures, doe we attaine to thoſe things Which are neceſ- 
 ſarie to Saluation, And againe }[11js que aperte in Scrip- 


| tur poſita ſunt ,inueniuntur ea omnia,que fidens continent, 


moreſg, vuendi : T he plaine and eaſie places of the Scrip= 

tare, containe all things neceffary vnto Faith and © Man- 

ners. © Inclinauit Scripturas Deus, ad jafantium &+ La- 
(entium Capacitatews , ſaith the ſame S*. Auſtin: GO D 

hath fittcd the Scriptures, tothe capacitie of the meaneſt, 

I omit 4 many pregnant Witneſſes to proue the Screp. 

tures perſpicuttie, Yea, what doth © Bellarmins Scriptu- 

rs nihillnotius meane, but that nothing is more man:- 

feit then the'Scriprures ? Behold and wonder, Bellar. 

mine is become an Hetero-doxe Lutheran! To him I 

might adde f_Andradins,s Catharinus, & bSixtus Sencn-! 
ſis; but 1 haſten to our fecond Aﬀertion. 

2. The Scriptures bee ob/care, not to all, but i to 


| them that periſh, andare naturall, meere k Animals. - 


Excellently ! Epiphanins ; If a man bee not taught of 


ſtreight to ſuch as haue attained, obtained vnderſtan- | 


ding. | 
| initio Epiſtole. Fulgentina, Serms. de Confeſſoribus. Bernard. im ferm. de verbis Libri Sapientie, || 
© Bellarmin, de Verbo Des, or 1, Cap. | 
Sixtus Se- | 


Infiun deduxit Dominus per viae reflas, &e. 
# Andradins, Lib. z. Orthod. explicat., 


43. 1.Cor-2.14." Epiphan, m Arbor. 


B.3 


Giue meleaue to runne ouer theſe points,andrather 


* Duarte Deus 

im Scviptuvis ob- | 
ſcura, conſule 
Clem, Alexandri- 
num, Stiomat, 
lib,6. Angiiſtin, 
de defy, Chrift, 
lib. 2, Cap, 6, 
Gree, hors. 6. in” 
Execinel, 

> Anguſtin. E- 
piſt.3. ad Pole 


an -- 

Vide Anuguſlin, 
De Doi. Chriſt, 
lib.2, cap 6,&7 9- 
Hieron, de Eu- 
nMc ho 3 Epiff ” ad 
Paylin, Ave, de 
peccat, merit. & 
remiſſ, Ls. c.36, 


De vtilit, creded, | 


cap.6. cont Iulia, 
Pelag, lib.y. C1. 
Chryſ, hom. 3. nt 


God, all things to him are crooked, which yet are 


8 Cathayims Comment. in 2. Tim. 3. 
nenſis,Bibliotb. Lib.6, Annotat. 1 51, vt citatur a Whitaker, de Script perſpicuit,Cops 4. 5 2.Cor, | 


2.Thef. Prolog, 


12 Eyiſt. ad Rom. | 


Inftin. Martyr, 
Dialog, cans Try | 


phone Indeo, 


© Auguſtin, in 
Pſal.8, 


4 Ireneus, lb.3. : 


C.15.  Hieronym. 


in Pſal.$6, Ame | 
broſ. Epifl, 7. in | 


w (- 


Search the Scriptures : or, 


—_— 


a Greg, in 
Epift. ad Lean- 
drum, que babe- 
twr in fine operis 
Gregory. 

Mare et Scrip- 
turk diuina, ba- 
bens in. ſe ſenſus 
frofundos.— 

== Diuerſa ſunt 
Scripturarii flu- 
enta. Habes quod 
primum bibas, 
babes quod ſecii- 
drm, habes quod 
poſtremum. Am- 
brof. Epifl. 44. 
ad Confiantium 


Epiſcopum. 
# Rev 2. 7» 


| 3, TheScriptures bedarke and difficult, but not «/- 


Waies. For the Lord doth more and more dell, di- 
ſperſe 8 ſcatter thedarkenesof the mindes ofhis Ele, 
by his holy Spirit. ; | 

Thus you ſee that the Scripture hath great difhcul. 
tie ioyned with facilitie ; fitly therefore reſembled by 
S-. 2 Gregorie tothe Maine Ocean, inwhichthe Lambe 
may wade,and the Elephant may'{wim. For the Wri- 
ters of holy Scriptures, are in ſome things like Angels 


deſcending to the ſimplicitie of the meaneſt; and in 0- 
{ther things as Angels tra»ſcending the ſublimitic of the 


Learned'(t. 

Oh then, Þlet him that hath an care, heare what the 
Spiritfairh vnto the Churches, fob.5.3 9.Ep4rz7s res yee 
gd: Search the Scriptures. There be three things which 
mouec attention : The eA«thor, if hee bee txdicrous z the 
Matter, if it be mellifluous; the Manner, if it be com. 
pendious, All theſe threeGraces ioyntly meerte in this 
paſſage of gcripture, and all in ſo effeualla manner, 
that any one of them, (I cantruelyſay,) may challenge; 
allofthem, (I dare boldly ſay, ) doc deſcrie, an atten. 
tine reuerence, a reuerent attention, and a religious 
execution. For although Truth nakedly and ſimply ſer 
foorth, doth of it {ſeKe deſerue allowance, and bind de. 
penciesvato it; yet, is it of moſt forceto inuade mens 
mdgements, and winne theirliking approbation, when 
it comes armed inthe eAuthorie of ſo authenticall an 
eAuthor, as is the «Author and Finiſher of oar Faith, 
CxyrisT Iz Sys himſclfe. 

God had witneſſed of Chriſt in Iordan, Har.z.17. 
T bis is my beloned Sonne. God witneſſed of Chriſtin the 


{ Mount at his Transfiguration,, at. 17. 5+ T his is my 
| beloued Some, heare him, But the ewes heardnor this 
| Voice in the Mount, andnegleRedthat voice in Torda, 
[therefore here Chriſt ſends them to the Scriptures, 


| Search the Scriptures, for they Witneſſe of mee. 


Jo | 


| 


They 


jo 


L o\ - 


R «i. - 
, z _— 
po 


An Enquirie after veritie. 


They witnefle of mee by Prophers,i they. witneſle of 
me by Scraments, they witnefle of mee by (ceremonies, 
therefore Search them. My Father ſent me, by my.In- 
| carnation. My Father wirnefeth of me, by intcrnall.in. 


uclation, ror haue yee ſcene his ſhape by any manifeſt re. 
preſentation; therefore Search the Scriptures. 


cem, ſed ad ſcrutationem acquiſitem, ſaith St. (br3/oſtom. 
For nothing ſuperfluous or ſuperuacaneous is layd vp 


giſtring eye. 7ftheu ſeckeſt wſedome as ſiluer, c ſearcheſt 
for her as for treaſures, then ſhalt thou find the knowledge 
of G O D, Proerb. 2, Tt is with Diuine knowledge as 
with Gold, which lyeth notvpon the face and ſuperfi- 
cies ofthe carth,but is embo/omed in her inward bowels. 
The richerany,minerall is, the more induſtrious hath 


. | naturebeene to lay it vp-in the deepeſt vaines : and the 
higher any myſteric is, not the nigher, but the more re. 


mote is it from onr ſhallow apprehenſions,. therefore 
[Search the Scriptures. 

There is great difference betwixt Divine and hu- 
mane Writtings : Ofthe firſt the more we drinke, the 
| more we may ; the deeper the ſweeter, But ofthe ſe- 


| of theſe. 
Inthisage of vanity, wherein prophane Pamphlets 


are asdainty noucltics, as Apes and Peacockes in the 


then to read the Scriptures ? Euillbookes,like inſidia- 
ting /ael, allure vs with the blandiſhments of their ſtile, 


7 00a wnng with the title of cloquence,)till they haue 
1 


ſtroyedvx, till there remaines not one ſparke of truc 


Nor doth Chriſt here ſend them «ad leitionews ſimpl- 


inthe Arke of the Scriptures. Not Inſcriptions, faith | 
Chryſoftome; not iterations of Scripture,ſay Weez not. 
repletiue particles, are to bee paſſed ouer withour are-} 


dayes of Salomon, what can better beſeeme Chriſtians, | 


ſpiration ; but ye haue rot heard hy voyce by mentallre-| 


cond, to fip it is ſufficient : Guftata magis quan potata |. 
iuuant : Wee may fooner ſurfer, then ela ourſclues| 


Pro, 2. 4:5. 


pn CO IEC — 


__ W — 
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- 
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| 40 | . Search the $ criptures - Or}, . as 
godlineſſe vnſlaine within vs. They are [udas-like Ioabs 
they kifle & kil. whoſe earesci now but :5»gle,or whoſe | 
heart but tremble, to ſee men ſo bewitched with ſoule.. 
ſeducing error, as to preferre thele ſtinking and ſtygian 
Lakes of leuitic, betore thoſe filuer-liding ſtreames, 
i] Ezek, 47.1. | that iflue from vnderthe threſhold of the Temple, O 
| monſtrous hel.hounds, wee may wuſtly wonder at Gods | 
| maruailous patience, that hee doth not throw downe 
| balls of Wilde-fire from heauen, toconſume and burne | 
you vp. Bacchus and Priapus, were ſaints, in compari. 
; ſon of ſo vile and ſeruile Monſters. A man were as 
Z good gripea toade, and handle aſnake, as meddle with 
theſe venemous and poyſonous Paſquils ; as /#/ze and | 
/oyle our Virgin-ſoules with theſe rriucall and rriobular, | 
4 theſe fabulous and frixolous Amorettos, The quill of the | 
x Porcupine isnot o perillous, as the peſtiferons and per. 
: £ nicious penne of the looſe and irreligious Rimer. Yet 
; we like little Children arebetter pleaſed with the glit- | 
D 


tcring tinſell ofa wanton poet, then with the rich at- 
tire of the ſacred Scriptures. Happely theſe Balaams ſee 
notſuch Angclicall luſtre in holy Writ, as in the v»holy 
| wrerings of their ſo much magnified Magnificos. As tho | 
| ſome droffe will not gliſter more then the pureft gold ? 
Chriſts Sponſe, like a good Matron , ſeekes toconcile 
loue onely by a graue and gracefull modeſtic : but theſe 
AR. 19. 19, | Curtizansby impudent demeanour. The nar;xe beautie 
f of the Scriptures, ſcornesthe vnnaturall & ſophiſticated 
drugs of theſe bewitching fezabe/s.Men paint not Mar- 
| ble walls, but old rags. > 
For Gods ſake therefore, and for our owne ſoules 
fake, let vsbe wiſer. Let vsbring theſe c«rſed & currous 
Bookes,andburne them as a whole burnt offerwg,and | 
offer them as incenſe, to appeaſe our incenſed God. 
! | - But let vs neuer ceaſe, to turne-ouer the venerable 
Volumegof Authenticke Writ. So exattand exquiſit a 
Scargh requires aneminent and farre-excelting lubieR, | 


there- 


—_ - CA Ir nome 


FE n 6 a , v7 »* os e * » hs 
A _ 
My _— 
Y % . LIES "= of © 


thereſbre Search the i 
gather this golden ſh neither goe from hence, but 
||abide here for ener, 3s Boat, fayd to Ruch,, Rurk 3, 


'with the Spouſe e (anticles, Cant,.3. with the 


AFR. 17.11. Chriſtſoueht vswhen we wareloſt; hee 


of the carthto ſearch for vs, and ſhall notwee 
for his ſake,Search the ScripturestSay not in-thint heart, 
Who ſhall aſcend into heaxen ? (that is- to-bring Chriſt 


13 to bring Chriſt from the dead.) For what faith 240- 
ſes ? T he word t neere thee,euen in thy month, and inthine 
heart, This is the word of 'aith which we-Preach, this 
1s the word of faith which yee muſt ſearch ; Therefore 


Search the Scriptures. 


ſearcheth for pleaſures, the auaricions for treaſures, the 
malicious for rexenge, the ambitious for renowne, The 
Scholar ſearcheth for preferment, the « Yerchant for the! 


gold of O phir, the Souldier for vittory, the Lawyer for a| 


qrore Gore nooner bins 


deſcended from the higheft heaueris, ro the —_—_— E 
him, 


from aboue: ). or: Who ſhall deſcend to the deepe ? (that| 


| Wee hane many Scrutinies,, The voluptuous man| 


Fee, the T radeſman for truſty caſtomers,the-Farmer for 
againefull/eate ;. but-who 1s but halfe ſo diligent, 1n | 
ſearching the Scriptures,to find out: Chriſt 2- All theſe 
Searchers atelikeSanl, wholoft himſtlfe in ſeeking his 
Fathers Aſſes; Like1/rael in” Egypr, diſperſt to picke: 
ſtrawes ; andlike thoſe Sonnes of the- Prophets, - that 
ſought bur foundnor, 2. _ 24.1% 
But let vs make the fact 


ligence. If aPoemedelight:vs; 
| with it? we will readariming Rhapſodic: 


{ Fathers Teffament ,” wherein-large | Legacios' azo be 


peu vate him? and ſha enewoedplonerbe.Luaw 
TER. . 47 > : BNET i 


of 


Scripture: the ſeleobiet : 
of our Search ;. ſearch itwith delight, fearchitwith di-| 
ware wee rauiſht]. 


againe. What Serve lovesnot-frequently-to reade: his 


Vp— 


.Let vs mm our beds by nig bt ,ſceks Chriſt.in the Scriptures, | 
in {EH 
thrice-noble Bereans, let vs dayly Search the Scriptures, | 


Rath 2 $.-- 


Epbeſe 4. 9.- 


Rom 10.6,7;8. 


Dent, 30.14; 
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 Soarth the Scriptures ior, | 


Sabellicua, 


AR. 24.25. 


Eſter 6. I. 


- 
* q ? 
— TE _ : 


-| Screptares. See here the Princes patterne:the Preachers 
| platforme," the Lay-nims Lefſon : a Schoole-maſter to 
{| tcach vsal to reade,behold Chriſt Reading, 


| ning did beareſo high rule intheſe mens thoughts, that 


| of onr Lord, a to meditate in it day and night; with Da. 
via? Pſal. 219. 97. Chriſt himſdlfe hath honored Ree.. | - 
ding with his owne example, Luk, 4.16. Hee came to 
NaTareth, and as bis cuſtome Was, ſtood wy to-reade' the |: 


Sabellicus reporteth,that the Yergin Mary diuided the 
day-timeinthismanner. In the morning for the ſpace 
of taree houres, ſhe ganc herſclfe wholly rodeuotion. 
Fromthence till mid-day ſhee wrought. After dinner 
\ ſheneuer faild to readethe holy Scripture, With vn- 
happy F#l:x, ſhee poſted not this dutic off vatill a cor- 
neneent time, which neuer came againe, Nor with eA-| 
haſhuerofli, -did ſhe reade theſe Records in the night, to | 
ſtealeherſclfc aſleepe, bur ſhee ſtinted herſelfe vnto a | 
dayly taske. 

It is reportedof (Þr:ſipprs, that he wasſo Bookiſh, | 
that hee had periſhed with hunger, had not his Mayd | 
Welifſathruſt meat into his mouth. Demoſthenes was 
ſo diligent athis Deske, that hee much murmured and | 
| repined, that the Smith ſhould beearlier athis Anu! or | 
Stithy, then he at his Bookes and Sruddy. Humanelear- 


| it animated them to any tedious onſet; and ſhall wee | 
| be diſmayd and diſcouraged, by any forged and farmed | 
{ difficulties,from being ftudious in this Diuine litera- 
ture ? ES 

Now then (good Chriſtians) forthe concluſion of 
all,ble-ſe the Almightic,for theſe bleſſed dayes,wherein 
(vnderour dread Soueraigne) wee enioy the Goel! of 
| Peace, andthe Peace of the Goſpell. 1 tell you, that many 
{ Prophets and Princes hane deſired ro-ſce'the things 
which /youreyes behold, bur could not. How /ovg was 


{ thisoat Hard, and that not /ong ſince, another .Egypr, 


which divers hundred:yeares,: could not-bee ctired of || 
I TREE I dy tones ns 
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\ lookes, remembring,the Scorpion hathan amiable face, 


F "1 A we I <} 3.4 2, Pa =_ Fa 
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1» hracl,from'that*Acheronticall ig 


herpapat blindnes,ofher grofſe and palpabte darknes ? 


in: Enquirie after Veritia. 
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How did thoſe .£gyprians ſtorme, when coſe; an 

daron,(runwel and (ranmer came;to delinerfadg 11- 
mthar*Act | tgnorance?How did hey, 
rage at F'indals Tranſlation * ſome affitming, chat -:t 


| would make the Priple Heraicks t others, that it would 


cauſe them to yeþe!l.Deare Chriſtians,let vs not againein 
our wiſhes,apoſtati ze to ſo foule a religion, preferriny 


defe&ion be the vely fruite of ſo cleere Scriprures,of ſo 
clement Scepters,as haue gouernedvs in the incompara- 


ble ſucceſsion of rwo ſuch religions Soueraignes: 


| Who can but blzſh and bleed, roſce Chriſtian ſoules ſo 


\ 


groſſely cheated, with the guilded ſ;ps of ſly,and erro. 
neous ſuperſtition? Let me therefore adiure you by the 
glorious Nameof Iz s vs, as you tenderthe ſafety of 
your ſoules, in any wiſe beware of corner-creeping Ie. 
ſuits, Liſtento the Songs of S707, not to the Siren-ſongs 


of ſeducing Seminaries, Be not inchanted with their: 
Charmes, but ſtoppe your cares at their venemous inſi-! 


-nuations. Be not enamovred on them for their faire 


but carries in his tayle a poyſonous ſting. Benot moued 
with their counterfet commiſeration towards you , 
though endeered with teares,remembring,the (rocodile 
can weepe, not to preuent, but to procure death.Be not 
angled withtheir ſugred promiſes, nor angred withtheir 
ſwelling menaces, tne one be As idle as the other adale. 
Their often calculated, but hitherto (and I pray God c- 
ucr to be) adiourned golden day, hath not yet dawn'd 


ces ſtill more and more. Bealſo a Tower of defence to, | 
| thoſe} . 


vponthem. And thou moſt mightic 7ebouab, thou Lord 
of Hot, ſtill ſcatterour cruell enemies that delight in; 
blood. Infatuate their Counfels,and enfeeble their for. : 


# 
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* Acheron is of 


Hills, that the 
#n it, but only 


day. 


in the midft of * 


Poets taken for Þ © 

the river of Hell, 
but is indeed a 
riuer in lraly, ſo 
8 | exuirened wi 


the Leckes 8 Onions of this odions Egypr before the food 
of Angels;this Manna.of written Verities, Let not our 


Sane ſhines n9t | 
| 
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Tade verſe 3; | 


af thoſe thy fruams, chavnow ſuffer peefecnrinn | 


{nanceofthe Faith, For thy (burches (a 


7:0u of thy true Religion ;, Connert or confi 

Fytious oppoſits ; ;..andin thirie- owne time, 

woe meancs, giue them a comfortable 
tepE-All their eres 


4 Gp -+ 


by thi 
a 
from themypoti1 
harder times." Hearken'to th wo mn the Flood of thy. 
Saints that is now ſhed in defence of thy. truth, a 
_ eneryge thereof ſound more ſhrilly in thine: cares, 
en 
vpon n the heads of thoſe that: hate the diſtreffed , the. 
deſpiſed.and diſperſed of /ſrael. Heare, oh heare V8: 
praying for thy.Church militant-;. helpe, oh helpethy: 
contemned Church, carncſtly contendin 


-», 
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ſake, for thy Honors ſake, for thy Sons fake hearevs. To! 
whom with thee © Father, andthe Holy Spirit, bee a- 


praiſe, all dignitie and dominion, now and for cucr.. 
more; eAmen..eAmen.. | 


Terne & eterne T rinitati, aſcribatur honox 
omnis, gloria, dignitaſy, in ſecula 
[#cnlorum.. 
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lood of: «Abel, to pull downe vengeance "Þ 


b” - 
"s for the mainte-- : 
ke, for Religrons |, 


ſcribed and rendred,all honor and glory, all power and}- . 


